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Introduction

cOncern

~

The- ¢oneern for thia thesis began several years

¢ agos As a member of ‘the Studant Ghriatian Movement 1n

the University 1 came into elose eantact with many

gstuéeats of ather ﬂenominatians. it H&ﬂ in the context
Jaf these'rslatienahips that 1 became. aware of the tragic.
~fnature of the diviaisns within the Christlan Churche As
‘Christlans we. eonresseﬂ one Lord but as a Church we were
" atvideds

. Those who have been.vitallg eonnecﬁé&f%lthithe

~Student Christian Movement will, I em sure, bear witness
'uith me ‘to the warthg eentributian which that body is

| 'con%inually,makins in the field er-eeumen&cal relations.
j?hs membership of the World Council of- Ghurches reveals

'ithat mang of its leaaern are former memhers af the

Stuéent Ghrietiaa Movement. -
In the context of the Stu&eat Chrﬁstian Movement I,

:algng‘w1$h~many afumyvﬁellﬁw studgn;g,.gasﬁfirat»cons~

fronted by the eeumanieal?apirit.anéfhave»ﬁeen-cantinually
nhrturea by ite My experience in the “ﬁevement“ ‘has been

’similar te that of many other stuéente. Thsre is no need

here fcr detall save to show the 11?1@5 eentext in which

, this eaumeaical concern came to %ha rore.

Ths 1nterdenem1national aature of the “Eovament"

;aets,@hesstaga. 'ﬂt-rigpt-mcst 3tudents take-this»
‘Jéeuﬁenical.aspect fariéranted. -In,faez,fiﬁ‘3;?*131%1&1 f
_contact with the Student Christian Movement, we had

‘11ttle desire or interest to know the'iradigiena'1ﬁ~ﬁhieh
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-indeed diff&cult at Pirst for many of us to understand
’ ecmmun1ty, just as we had studied, worked and wnrshippe&
,,seriously grayple uith the real issues 1nvolveﬁ. Instead,

we of different denamanations received the saeramant

'. else it gave expression to the desire and need for unity.
'than ﬁvereamingfour divisions, really'ignored them.

‘traditions. They resented the faect that the position
of their Church increased the divisions w:thin the

Intraﬁuetion

others stood. However, this situation was short-lived
for most of use In the study sraupa, in our disausaienn,
angd . 4n the very ‘aet of worship, we knew that we were a

divided eommunity. .
.7 $he,pa1nvorad1v1s1on 1érkaenly"felt»ﬁithin 2 clese

'cdmmunity. It is a ahattering experience for people when
xthey are faee& with the tragie nature of the divisiona

within the Church. Ae in most ecumanical gatherings we

- found that our divieions were clearly pronounced when the

problem of intercommunion arose. Here, ar@uad the table ﬁ
of our Lord, where the exprsssian of oneness should have

been mast visible. here, we were mast divide&., It was i
why we could not partake of.tha.Lcrd?a Supper as one
together. It must be admitted that often we did not
tegether; ﬁevertheless, there was a eertain strength in _
such action and. it was done in good faith, If nothing ' £

We were soon to see, however, that such actlon rather

Many students refuséed to be. “bound by theirfown




‘Intru&uct&an

ChriStian'edmﬁuﬂity.w The auggeatian that we should

ﬁignowe the differences of the ehurches and take our -
stagduroryunity was always fomthceming,wand many of
us were susceptible to it. But the fact that dls-
pelled such thoughts was the realization that ws of
the'Ghurch‘wéré eaushz‘up 1n>the szn‘or~1ts~a1vis£cn; R i
To- 15ncre the faat of that sin aa rot in any way o ‘
lessen ‘the meaning af gullt. A real concern fer

‘reunion meant that we had to accept the sin ef ‘the o
Chnrch‘s division as our sia. o *

i |- This was the judgment that we felt as. membars |
iar ‘the Student Christian Movements It 1s the Juag-
 fment which came and only can. come te those who have B |

known ggggggggg of the mean&ng of the community of

‘Christ. This community, fragmentary as it is, comes
:tc?ga7béeausezwsfatanﬁ,wiﬁhin-éﬁr varioga Churches

‘each confessing Christ as Lord. But we share in its

*zfragmentary nature alac, Thus we know unity cn twe

7fr0nts.« ¥e are united in and through one. Larﬂ and e

'Zare united in .our common 8in of diviaioa. ;g,ng o .

e We~daxe notnres%.in,our~divisions. ~?h§ ﬁaly

“épirﬁtfforbi&E'ita We are called to repentance and -

: in tha spirit of hnmility we submit ouraelvea 1o God
that. we misht be useful 1nstrumaﬁts 1n ‘His Ghnrch
that we ‘all may be ona. f
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Chapter 1

The Church.f Its Eeehatologlcal and
: ﬁistorical Dimenaicna ;

,5 The New Teat&mant,always ép§$xsrof-phe>3hurch

in relation to Christ. The Church is never thought
of gafansentity,ﬁithin 1tself possessing 1ts own

1ife. Rather the Church consists for the New Testa-

' ment writere in Christ. Only where Christ 16 present

in the Holy Spirit is the Church a2 reality. ,
The Church for St.. Paul is the "body of Christ.

'?ns Lord 1s Himself the foundatlon and the completion
.of the Ghurchr-the chief corneratone and the head: The

Church 15 the Temple of God, it 1s the bo&y»of the Son
and the habitation of the Holy Spirit. When we addresa

ourselves to the Church we speak to those who are Min

5Ghria;, Thpsa.who.belong to the bedy oﬂ{chriat are
these,%ho confess Him*tb.ba,Lardﬁthraugh'thé ﬁély Spirit.

~Tﬁel6hufch is a new-lsrael éalléd-ef @si a peeple who

 have been gatherad and sanctifiea” by the Holy Splrit.
'iheuchurch is created by the %ord,qf God. It ie the

Word'mﬁﬁe”tleéﬁithat'dwelt among ue and still dells
among us in all Hia risen and ascended power 1n the

perscn of tha divine Spirit. VWhen two or. three gather

- togather 1n Bis name the promise 15 glvan that Jesus

christ is present 1n the. Holy Spirit. Thsre 1a the

’Ghureh.

In apeaking of the Church as the “beﬂy of Christ”
aul is using a figure of speech. It 1s@_howaver, a




Chapter 1

B
useful figure beeause it vividly points up Paul's

understanding of the fact that christ and His Church
are inseparable. The-rormatlon.at the redeemed

community is part‘bf His saving work;.tﬁ9 eommﬁn1ty

[ e S

is likewilse ever dependent ﬁppn His presence and work‘
for its very existence. ' The Church 1s for Paul the
body of Christ “who is the haad.”l This not only \
' 1nd1catea the inseparable ‘relationship of Christ and : |
His Chureh, it also glves an emphatic warning that the
Church can never be thought of as being 1n itas rulneas
;apart .from the “fulness of Christ. To thils we shall
flretum presently. | . e ' l
i é -Thekeentral significance of the Church needs here | :
té-he stressed. The Church is not something added on-
_as of secondary importance. In the New Testament, to
-be "in Christ" is to be in "the body". It 1s not a
matter of first coming to Christ anﬂ then Joining the
Church as a useful secondary azep‘ The very act of .
faith itself drives us to the community. .More than
.that, the community or “body ‘has been in same way the

bearer of the whole meaning. cf Christ to us. There is : !
no 1dea of an opposition between "individualistic" and ]
"soclal" Christianity. - On the contrary the Christian

finds his real personhood in the 1ife of the community;

and the .communlity 18 saved from being a mere"collective
hy virtue of the fact that it ie precisely a community of |
1. Ephesians 4:15

2. Ibid, 4:13
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 Chapter 1

perﬁéns‘shﬁéé.pexaeaél and~coxporéte»1ifé'are alike

animated and empowered by the presence of Christ. To
be "in Christ" is to be in "the body of Christ®, but
the ﬂggéysef Qhrasi“ is not sqmet&ins,apa:t ft6m the
“gesgle of Ged." To be true to.Him who has claimed us
we are exhorted “"to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the;hanﬂ,af'peacex“;'

.-'_The'questicﬁ»ihag'nsé’gresaes in upon us is this:

~ If the esse of the Church 1s Christ ean the Church be

anything,buzwene united Ghurﬁﬁg«,whis wasfmoat aasurea1y

’jPéﬁl’s*cancarn/when«h%uwrete.hisufirstyletter-to the

| -2 |
cerinzhiaas. "Is Christ divided?" In one sense it is

obvimus that the . cburch cannot he dlviﬁed and -yet on the
;cther the Church most assuredly 15 aiviéea, -But: the

;aituation 13 ‘not peculiar to aur day alone. It was so

rrom the - earliest of days. - Paul 8 1ettera reveal this
faet, that there vas lndeed &1viaies of a most serians

;nature in the early. Chureh, when you assemble as a

3

>~Church, -1 hear there are. diviaiens ameng yau,f

The sitnatien that we face in: eansidering the nature

‘_of the Ghurch is that the Church which is the "bedy of
rchrist? anﬁkﬁannatVbe dividad is in faet~dividedi Can
‘this mean that the dlvided Church 1s something less than

1. Ephesians 4:3 _
'-é;*\lxcorinthiane 1313 -
3, Ibid, 11:18 e
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ehapter 1

\

<

- the Ghureh? In what way can the divided Church still

be the Ghnrch? There is no more urgent queation facing

| the. eaumanical mavemant than this.

' The Roman Church maintains that the Church is one
and cannot be divided and it points to itself as the

- Church. For Rome the Church 1s the "extension of the
“incarnation” but this extension 1s in the historical
- institution. Therefore the body 1s this same historie

institution. The Roman Chureh is the incarnatian of
%rntn;\ It refuses to admit that the early Chureh knew
diviéion-since its eriterion of unity 1s not organismic
bﬁ£ 1nsi1tutionsl and since it claims that the Church
was uniffed institutionally it was therefore never

divided. The Roman Church still maintains that position,
The cﬁhrch is'still‘one‘ It'is'tfue‘that éome have left

tha fold but thﬁy -are in no sense the Church‘ For the |
.ug} Church there 1s no division; hence there can be no
talk of rennien.but only of return.

Ey claiming that the historie 1nst1tutioh is the

extension of the incarnation the Roman Church thereby
makes the institutional form the gggg of the Church.

‘ Wﬁare the'ﬁnmah Church ie-~theré is the‘ehurbh.-'?hose ‘
.whéxhéléﬁg to Rome belohg to the Church, thsf“bédy'Of

cnrast.“ It 18 true that Rome %eeegﬁizéa'cer%ain

.:;churches to hava appropriated some of her forms and to
 this extent they partake of tha Church thcugh they are
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net in: the full sense the chnreh. It was. the. Reformatlan
thsalogiana wha again gave fresh artlculatian to the .con-
eeptian or'thafChurch as the boﬁy of Christ,” and Rome
has apprcprﬂatsa,ths term to mean exelnsively heraelf.

. There is a simple logie in the Roman position which
makesfit*very»apéealiag/te,mﬁltitu&ss,taﬁéyé? Thereo can
hs:naﬂsal#aﬁiaéxap&rtffraahﬁegna Ghriét but Rome monopol-
1zas~théimeanavcf'salvﬁtiéa.hythﬁr&aésertien £hat:she,3

,aiéﬁé)iszthawehﬁrﬁh;,heaéalta;har?has,baan,giveb the .
ma?it-bf"ﬁhriat*ﬁ surféfins. She 18 the -custodian of -
thaea merits which alone assure salvation. Grace is made
a suhstanes which she ean~&ale aut to her people. It was
‘praeassly on this issue that Jekn Henry Kewman\maﬁe hia
seiaion "ﬁ&retarn to Rome. Once having aecepted ane‘

?baaia presupgcaitisn on the nature af‘the«chnruh he uas
*}?‘esmpeuea to fallw the 1egia of the pcsition and go to
éﬁama.- &t Eame there was’ gssnranee ef aalvatien. Many
f_have fellasa& him on the aame baeia. To be sure, Roman
ag@legists will never eammit themaelves to say that there
.'15 no salvation cuteide the Roman charch. It admits that
»there ia salvatiaa in other chnrehes whers thay hava
"apprupriatea sems of the anclent treasures of truth and
3raee that halang to Romes In thia way Eaman apalegista
ncsn say that there is ealvatian eutsida the viaible chureh,
l which 13 Rome, where the sai& Churches uae tha Catholie .
‘atuff from the original s*ore ef salvatien.» But-at the




Chapter 1

S
]

same time let us be very sure we understand the
~dcgmatic aaturs of Rome’s'claim. Thus writes Karl
Adam: "if we. believe that chrdst is the only name &n

,heavgn and-cn earth whereby wa-may be saved, we musﬁ
belleve also that true salvation is to be:fbund‘only

in the one Church which He founded. ‘The one Christ and
 the one Body of Christ belong mﬂissolubly togetner. _ He
who rejects . the one true Chnrch 19 all too easily brought,
as by inexorable lagic, to go astra ‘also about Christ.

yAs-a matter.of fact the history ofv .olt frem the Ghureh , <

is at the same time a hiatcry of th$ pregressive decsmpasi~ :
l .

tion of the primitive falith in Christ. It might be well

at -this. point %o quote another Roman writer to show hﬂw '

completely the Roman Church seeks to possess within 1tself

the meaning of its life. _“At preaent we'- are, and very.
really, united in Christ--through grace and’ spiritual
gifts,rthroughrcertain saeramenta,vthr@ugh»the Holy Bible,
ete. ...that ‘which unitea us is already ccnsiderable.~n3ut , o
we are not united in one Church."

l. Adams, K,, The Spirit of Gauh 11cism, Shee& and Hard, Py
Londcn. 1948, Pe 19

2. Conger, M. J., Amica Conteatatio essay in ;ntar— : | 5
Commimion,  (ed) Béi‘T“ll e D. and Marsh Earsh: J., Harper and Bres., !
ﬁew York, 1952. p. 151. A o ‘ '
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}, preaehing the Gospel 1t mnst point always to Him who 15

;;tion and be. ever willing to. submit te Hia auzhnrity.

’Eroteetant Churnh as related te the Gospel because in the

1 aewhigin, L., The Reunion of the Church, Harper aa&
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Chapter 1

~ The Reformation was an attack on Rpge‘a,een-
ception‘ef the natufevof the c§uich. The Ghureh, in

a8 very real sense, is the extensian of the 1ncarnatian
but 1t is not an . 1nearnation in an 1nst1tutlon but rather
in that relationahip between God and His yeople which
relationship ls canatituteﬁ by grace on God‘s part and

 ~fa1th»en man's. By clalming to be the extenaian cf the
1nearnation Rome no- 1cnger ministers ta its people on
'behalf of christ hut as Christ, gossesaing 1n harselr

without referenee to aay highsr sourae, the power te forb

:give ains. "The Church replacea Christ, and,it beeomea _

,vno longar neeessary to. refer to ths events hy which ths
1

GhurehuwaSeinztially-ealled-lntafbeins.; _That is why
preaehins deea not play a signifieant role 1n Roman
worship. The Ghurch that makes 1t591f the besinning and §

,end of its 11fe can no 1enger Qreaeh ths Gospel for 1n

.tha Head. - It m&st point alwaya to Hia Cross and Resurrec- o

Thﬂs the eonqegtlan.et/preaehing as a cenfrentation
of the people. with God anﬂ Bis saving work is alive 1n the ¢

aets 1t proelaima is. to be faund 1ta historic erigin

.'ﬂn‘-“’-”b”“n"-”ﬂ’ﬂ—'ﬂw"ﬂﬂ

Bros., ﬁew York, 19&8, p. 61.
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the God whcse apirit 13 free above all ferme.

Chapter 1

the reglitx 1n whicg 1t cant;nuallx 1lives. - How and

always the Chnrch livas by this Gospel: "That Christ
éied for aur sins 1n aaeorﬁanee with the scr&pt&rea,

'that He was buried, that He . was ralsed on.the third

-1
éay 1n acearﬁanee with the scripturea. i Thia is not

: gust something 1n ths past to which we- gar, it is

that by whieh the Church now and gver lives.

A The Prateatant understanding of‘the churcb is
ever related to. the Gospel whizb brought 1t 1nta beins.
“whe ?rotestant principle means the acknowledgment ef

o&‘a 3udgment which stands above all 1nf1nite truth,
rorms, aymbols and 1nstitutians. The church 1tselr is

}under the Juﬂgment ef the Gospel whleh it praelaims.

This means that all earthly au%hcrity is qualifieﬁ. ﬂq&

,even the mest saared forme in which the Chureh expresses*
. 1te faith can be regarded as guaranteeing in themselves

that tﬁey are in every situation bearers et Go&’a grace.

‘All are subJect to tha prnteat whieh comes 1n ths name or

2

In asserting that the whole body of the charoh is

.eantinuaas throughout hiatery, Rome gives ng plaee te the
‘risen an& aseended Christ. It Bges Jesus 1n the days of
fﬁis fleah eeﬁtinuously exten&ed 1n histarya,‘SineeAnathing'~.

,lq 1 COrinthians 15.3
_2. williams, Daniel. Day, What Present—daz Theclegians are

Thinxin 3 Harper and Bro8., 1952, pPs 132.
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Chapter 1

stands above the cnufch‘it"*pbsseSsea the lav of ita

own &evelop&ént‘ 1t can thua promnlgate new dogmas in

_the name of the "Living chgrch" The chureh can create
-the ccntent of tha faith. As the incarnation of Truth=

1t can develop partieular truths. This Rsme has clearly

‘shown 1n the dogmas of papal 1nfa111h111ty anﬁ of the
’1mmaeulate conception@ She possesses the keys and no~

\thins stands beyond her which ean Judge her..;

; L Thaugh Rome does speak of the invisible and viaiblav

church, 1t makes no'real diatinction between these twe

1mportant cencepts. Where the . vﬁsihle histcric 1nst1tu—' |

'jtian is, there ané there alone 13 the true Ghurch@ There~

fore Rmme wnuld not underntand the Reformer 8 gosition

iand still does not undaratand.; In hia attaek upon the :
rﬂaoman chureh Luther sought, not. to éany the Church but,

‘foa the eontrazy, ta affirm 1ts true meaning.
:i'§ :

Ths Refarmers aaw that ths Ghurch existea 1n twa .

(,édimensiona. Tha Chriatian people are connected sith both
';these dimenaians. The Chureh ia the 1nvisible aad visible

| ébédy of chriat.m It is the risen and ascended Ghrist whidb'
’éis the Ghurch’s given unity, holiness and catholiclty. It
‘fié also the peaple of Ghrdst whn ‘though claimed by Him and |
'-kncwing the power of His 5race, are still einnera knowing _

_.-----‘---------*--,*-“--‘----

1. Harland, H. Gordon, M ;g 1 ue in the Problem of
Eﬁ__éega unpublished paper, - Collegs, .




Chapter 1 .

unbelief as well éé'Séliéf;?bétfejalfés“wéll as trust,

the. “hcﬁy of thie death” aa well a8 the saving fresence

of the Hely Spirib. There are nat two. bodies ‘but g,g

‘dimensiena of . the one Chnrch. the eschatalcgical and
the historical. : | '/“¥
“ I mean by the eschatalcgieal éimensian of ths
church that thn thrch is ever'related ta the esahatan.
The Ghureh 18 foundeé on this solid bauis¢ that ‘the
meaning af hiatary came into h&stery 1n the 1ncarnatien.,
;Ths Ghristian lifs is tnerefore base& on this g;ven ract

" and lures Christians to hépe and expéct ulﬁ!ma e fulfill-
fment.~ The solid basis of this ultzaate fulfillment 18

‘;given 1n the peraen of.- Christ. The Ghurch must ean—

-tlnually live in rererenee to tnia dimensian of its life‘. _—
-whlch is its feunﬂaticn aaé ultimate fulfillmant--its :
faith anﬂ hepe. The ﬁew Testameat bears witnsss to the

faot that the esehaton has alrﬁaéy eame in Jesus Ghriat.

The meaning of the en&-telas-1a ngen 1n Him. But- we

by virtue of the fact ‘that we are still sinners partlei—

pate in 1t in a fragmentary way. But by virtue of. par~ }
tieipating in. 4t even . in a fragmantary Way we. h»pe aame ' - ﬁf
'day to .know the meaning. of fulfillment. Then we 8hall

g‘ - know,even_as,we arevkapwa. What has been siven in christ

| 1s'atfénee~ﬁha foundatian«of our present redemptian.ange‘
\earneet of what we shall be when we_are “1ike hin". The
,caristian livas an this fcun&ation and by‘this hcge. on
this rougdatian»&nﬁ;in this h@pe;is=aur salvatien.
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_hope neur&shaa and maintainﬂ faith.“ There are two poles
‘to the aschatelagical dimension: the end that has beah
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| Ghapter 17

By eschatological aim@ns&cn 1 mean that the

‘eschatan has- already come and the hope that 18 given
/by 1t. this has been . put- 1n classie form ny John Calvin
“in. nis discusazm of the relationship between faith and
{:hn§e~' “Bope 1& no other than an exgectatisn of those
 rth1ngs whieh faith has bellevad to be truly prumised by
’ God.r Thus faith helieves the veraeity cr God, hope .
:expecta tha manifestatien of it 1n due time, faith
;belisves him to be our Father, hope expects him always
;to act toward ua in. this charaeter, faith kelievea ‘that
'eternal»life.iesgivenvto us, hape expeets.it one day to
:be revealeé, faith is tha rounﬁation on which hope reats,

1

il

_.given 1n Christ and tha hope of ultimate fulfillment which
fis given 1n sueh symhole as "final Ju&gment” anﬁ the |

seeon& aoming By thia the Chnreh now and evar lives.
, The two dimenaicns of the Church are not totally .
separable, on the ethsr hanﬂ they mnst he distiaguishsﬁ;

-fBut Rome completely 1dent1f1as the two. Sha aees her-
aelf. the historie institutien as: fully embodying bcth

'fconcepts, There is. nothing transcenﬁant which ever

stands abave the hiataric churah, Judgln&. forg&v&ns
and redeemins her. All snch puwer te Rsme 1s s&ven.

»--.\-'-hﬂ‘-dﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ------ﬂﬂ-dﬂ

1. Kerr, Hugh Jr., A gmggng of Calgvf?87$ B i-ute§,

westminster Presa, 1939, Pe 94»




Chapter 1

When Rome claims that the esgse of the chnreh is

its historic contlmuity it completely ignores the given
eeeﬁatétbgical,unity of the risen and ascended Christ.
It.1§ on1y,infth;svsense thét we can speak of the
invisible Church. Christ has withdrewn from us but our
hope is in things unseen. But He will-come‘égain»in all
.Eis'fulness’and glory‘wh1ch is even ﬁow present among us
in the Holy Spirit. When Luther challenged the historic
Ghureh,andeasaeven w1i1ing that its historic continuity

2

‘should be broken, he did ©o that the given eschatologi-
cal ‘eontinuity should be asserted. He called the Church |
‘back to its given reality. - | |

It vas stated at the beginning of this chapter that |
 the Church being the body of Christ must be one and hence |
could not be divided. This is most certainly borna.ou£
in the New~¥esta§ent aéednnt,‘ ﬁere again the unity of the
ChurchKis.awgggggrunizgg Bﬁt thatﬁgnlty is ésehatblug&cal.
The Church is for all iima’one. The.aaehétologicai unity | ¢

is éivbn in the risén.andyaseended Ghrlet;v fhia is the;
invisible Church. "The Qhurcb éa‘inviéiélé*isftha-éan-
quést of the ambisuitiégiéf life in Spir;tual creﬁtivity,
spiritual greatness and Spiritual holiness. ,agnce.thé |
Chureh is always invieible and visible at the same time,
it is lnadequate to transfer charaeteristiea»éf tha-Kiﬁs- .
dom of God to. the Church by speaking df4a'triumphant_Churdh‘“1

1. Tillich, Paul, Systematic Theology, Fourth Part,
preliminary draft. ‘ S ' ‘ '
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The vlsible Chureh 13 also referred ta as the "body

of christ” , “TheyCHugch as visible par&icipates in
theuambiguitiee~of>iife, ineiuﬁiné its&éeﬂtruetivéﬁ‘

nees, ite fragmentary tragie and demonic eharacter.

,T?ia refera, for 1natance. ta its fanaticism, its

1

?here s nat a viaible and an invisible 0h3r¢h
as. two chnrehes. Tha visible and’ the 1nvisible Churen
are: twc aageets af the same Church. The Chureh®s |
exietenee in time 13 relate& to its existenea 4n
eternity. But ths visible Church is not a Platonie
reflection of the invieible Church. The visible and
1nviaible are diméaéions of the~bnépéhhrch. Ve helong
ta the church ﬁhieh 1a grounded 1n the risen and
ascended Chriat hut we belang also to the Church th&t
is set. 1n histcry anﬁ which shares. zn the ambisuities
of‘historieal existencs. We are reaeemea, yet sinners, !
simnl 1ustua»at psceater. We are ene, yet divideﬁ.
“The New ?astaﬁant, and all authentic Ghristianity.

"‘lives between the: aecamplishaa redemption . on the Crasa '

and the longed~far victory whexn Ghrist shall come in
glory, between thankfulnsss and hope. ‘The Church takes
its baarimga arresh@ 8o to. say. on these . two landmarks

- of its faith, evary time it meets to show forth the Lard‘

And any presentation of the Church's

;“w&u'&-ﬂ-‘d‘-bunu‘-u

1. Tillieh, gp. gsg ‘

death $111 He gomg?
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nature which shifts its emphasis from these two
‘points to the continuing historical process, in such

.existence, must be gravely suspeect."” It cannnt“hg

‘to the eschatological dimension of thavﬁhureh's

‘eschatologlcal element of the Church. In its nmighty
assertion of the doctrine of “"Justificatlion by Faith"

ing in the New Testament. The Protestant Reformers

gubstance of justification. Indeed, a radieal change

"2 Torranze, Thomas, Beak Review. cf The Churéh*é Growth ’

Chapter 1

wisé as~tb>makefthat déterminative~e§‘the'church?e~
naintained, therefore, that the Church only exists
where.tha_iastitutienal-contiauity is maintained.

Any account of the Church vhich does not make reference

existence is not a true account of the essent §; nature
of the Chnrdh
Thezaeformatian alone adéqmately underatood the

ths~ﬂer§rmatian'aeaerted the eschatological understand-
have~bften been misunderétocd on this erucial point.,

Justification for them was not just & new relationship |
SQt up beﬁweén man'agﬁkeeé. They also articulated the

in the ainner 's relationship with God takes place but
“the aubazangg of Justirieatisn ia a real and eubstant- ,

ial.unian'withvehrist, Justifiaatian has ontologieal
content.”™ This is precisely what Paul meant when he . .

l.’ Newbigin, ﬂg“’git., Pe 77.

into Catholicity; Scottish Journmal of Theology, Vol. 5,
NO- 1 Mareh, 1952, Pe 950 v , i , l |

S U
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-Gha?ﬁérfl

grcclaimed “tgat while we were yet alnners Christ
dtea for uws.” In that event in Ghrist. His birth,

,11fe, te&ching, death and resurrectian our justifica~
tion 13 qompletaaf”1t is finished."” .aﬁr salvationzhas
'hﬁaﬁragcgmglisheﬁ ane an&.for'all;f_Christ'ia not only
"ﬁhe%aéaﬁifféx auﬁrjﬁstificat&ﬂn'ﬁat‘ﬂé uﬁiﬁeéfus~ta'aim«
self and we are given a new humanity. Justificatian has
.»ontalogin&l conterit; our whole Beins is 1nva1veﬁ. 9épart
. from this whole.éogtrinezaf ﬂniaﬂvwith:thist an& in-
'éarpératibn;inta;h&s go&y*?'saya Calvin, "justifiecation

‘means -nothing to us."

The Protestant Rsformers held the two dimensions or

*tns faith always in tension. Ve belang to- the body of
 the riaen and. aseendea Christ and also to the visible

: bady with its sins and divisions. Tha Eeformera held
3that sanatiriaation was not an aﬁdendum to Justificatian

hut ‘the. werking cf the Boly Spirit ‘who - continually

'unfolded and maint&iaeﬁ our: Justification. V“Baﬂﬁtiflea~

tion is. not a respanae'af man that must be aﬁ&e& ta\
justifieaticn ‘but 1t 1s the eantinnal renewing and re=

-enacting in the belgever-ef‘a justifieatian‘that*is-anaa

ENE O S T W R T R ey o

QQ;-Tarrahcé,~gg,;cit,,ﬂé,‘gy'
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Chapter 1

: 1 |
and for all." This 1s the tensions in which the Church

continually ilvea‘ One of the great ineights of the

Reformers was that the Church has as its easential
pattern in history the death.and reaurreetien of Chrlat.

It can only live by continually putting off the old and
.?utting:on the new. Salvation has been accampiiéhed for

us,anﬁuwa are called to work out our salvation “with fear

and trembling.” 1In other wcrds,'eanctificatien,ia the

actualizing in detall of the~meaning:otljustltieation¢ 3
A Chnrch which no 1onger’seea the esehatalégical

. elemsnt ef 1ts own being is in danger of losing its own

soul. It aeeks to save its acul 1n refusing to admit |
there 18 anything transeendent in its life that can Judgs
it. It ggaaassaa within history ths fulfillment out of

- 4ts own meaning rather than looking for its fulrillmeﬁt

from outaide or history at the Parousia when the risen -
and aecended Chriet comee to claim the Church as His

- bride. Such a chureh "lives too little by faith and

hope and'toofmuch‘hg the pretensions of its righteoua—
2 , . e L o '
neas.".‘~1t continnally“saeks 1ts~0wn~rather than 1ta ,

| l.«. Torrance, QP gitt' po 970

2e Hiebuhr. Reinhold, Faith and Eiat Ls Eiabet & 00.,-
Ltd., London, 1949, p. 270.
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‘ 3936._.It tries to prove to the world that it is the
| dhuréh}ﬁééaﬁse~of the eontinuity bf‘ité traditions~and'
nct hy virtue of that fact that it belongs to the
glerified Christ. There can be nan_“__ Judgment for
\aueh a Ghnreh because without the esch&tologisal
dimensian the Church alreaéy claims to be the Kinsden
lof God. “Tha Reformatien was an appaal beyonﬁ the
.Ghnreh as 1t was to the 11v1ng Gcﬁ Himselr, knﬁwn 1n
' Hie rsdeeming ‘work in christ and 1ts central ra—emphasis
was upan the funﬁamentally esehatolcsical 1dea, Justifica—
tion by fa.s.th. ot
‘: Little haa been said thus far concerning the Angle*
cathalic position sinee 1t is the Roman positicn that
1enda 1tself to more logieal examination.‘ Since ‘the
ranglican Chureh has repudiated the authority of the 4
‘Papacy, Rome deea net reeognlze the Anslaean church te
of the\trua Ghurzh. Thus tha Angiiean Ghurch eannet
| claim, ag dees Rome, that the continuity or the hiatarieal
1,and inatitutional Church as one bady 18 of the esse of the
chureh.‘ The Angla—d&tholics elaim the esse of the Chureh
'te be in the histaric epiacopate. They can therefere

elaim ta ba of the true Church withaut belongins to Roms;‘,

The chureh thus becomea dependent:on.thavmlnistry. Only
_ﬁﬁere'tharé 1s a priest ordsined by a bishop of the

1. Hewbigin, op. cit., p. 79«

i7
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Chapter 1

‘histérie-épiscépate'oan thé‘ohureh‘be sald to exist.

- 'The 1mplicatzcn of: the Analican elaim is akin to that
 9f_Rgmp.- ‘The Ghureh, through the miniatry, poseesees its
éwn‘life. It looks to nothing else which transcends its

- own lifa, which econtinually juasas and redeems it. For

the Anglc-cathalic also the ccntznnity aad unity of the

«ehnrch 13 histeriual rather thaa eschatelegical. "Neither
) Romﬂ nor. ths Angle—ﬁatholiee can have an.adequate eoneept

of the doetrina of the Holy. Spirit since the forms of
hiatory, whether an institution or an order, 1nsure graee,

" Though both Prosent a dootrine of the Holy Spirit 1t 18

a doctrine of aomsOne less than tne third person<of the
Trinity. For both. of them sraca is aepandent upon the
1nst1tution or the episeopate. Tha Holy Spirit 48 thus -

Mgggtrollaa and must aet thrnugh these fcrms.. Bcth Rome
'anﬁ the Angle»ﬂathalie apalogiste will qualify this state=
ment. by saying that the divine Spirit works threugh other
forms ‘but thay do not answer the eharse that the Roman

and,tha Angla-Cathalie cencept cf grace is centrollmﬁ

gracg, yﬁhere«theiaaman,ghurch.1s_there;aust be grace..
Ehenwtha‘bishﬁp is #resent at. crdinatian thefe'graee gg;g
be hestoved.' churchea that claim the esse of the chureh
to be 1u historic forma alone do not laok to ths'guidanca
as: Jesns directed ‘Bis’ apostles- but they laok ‘rather to

»themselvea. Ih@_ﬁhprch,n@.}cngsr.:alatesﬂltsalr to the
»,1ﬁc§pel‘nprflivesdbyf&tg-aaying,ana‘redeeming powers
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Chapter 1

. The Church lives in reference to the’GOSpel

when 1t 1ivee in reference to God's mighty act of
,aalvation in the person of Jesus Ghrist-—ﬂis life,

.death. resurrection and aaeensian. it lives also

by the promise that He will come asain~~to Judge.

my?he Church must glways look to the Parousia-~the
telog--when the invisible is made to become visible

again.  Then the Church will be. transformed in "His
gloranus body" to be one anﬁ haly with Eim. The

nesehatolosieal dimensian of the shnreh pcinta to
-the end and fulfillment of hiatery for there atanda

the aacended christ eome to c¢laim the Church as Hia

 bride. 'In the eschatologieal dimensian is the true:

eantinuity-er tha-Churdh. There also is her unity.
The Chnrch vislble- partakss of the eschatalogical
dimension through the Holy Bpirit when she reeei?aa«.
the Word and Sacramanta of the Gospel.,

The Chureh visible is ever called to 1aok “tﬁ
Jesus tha pioneer and perfeetar of our f&ith, who
fer the Jjoy that was set before Him endured the Groas,
éespising the ‘shame, and 18 seated at the right hand of
the thrcne of God‘“; It ie the ascsnded Ghrlst wha :
Judgea His Chureh. ever callins 1t to repent of 1ts sins

--‘-_--“”-"-”-"“‘ﬁﬂ-m-----

‘1. Hebrews 12:2
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Chapter 1

- and ever grantlngﬁ1t~£orgmvenessiand newnesé,afglife. Lo

He 1s to His Church her ever Living Lord and present
Head who ealls us to Him, "that they may all be one."
?hé¢chu?uh»iafé?ernealle& tc»Shayxforthfthe*risen~anﬁ'

~ascended Lord until He comes. This given unity 1s in

neasure visible in the ehnreh:threugh-the'opératian=nr

 “the Holy Spirit whenever the Christian pec§le 1ive by

the nurifying power af‘the Geapel.

- The visible~8hurehr&n~histary-la«aaliedvtasshow
forth the unity of the Living Lord. This must.ever be
our concern in the ecumenical movement. -We«cénnotlreat
:1n.cur1d1viai§n§~becauae Christ will not let us. 'Hé‘is
the alpha and omega and in Him and Him alone is the true
life of the Churehs

When we speak of the ome true Church we ecannot Go 80

in terms-afﬁhiaterie forms«alone‘bafthey institutional or

"valid" orders. We must speak first of Christ proclaimed

" 4n the Gcspel-ths 1ncarnate, erucirieﬁ, risen and

ascended Christe Whatever eontinulty the Chureh ‘has in

history”ié“thransh the Word and Sacrament of the Gospel;

It 1s7here'that we parﬁake'af’tha finished work of Christ

’and are called to manifest it ta the worl& through the
fviaible CBurch in histony. .

1; John 17:21 -




1

kuuwwcw‘oawoo.ec@c.a‘q@oc-w.@aaaaaowaaaGG‘GJG-Q@Oli!i&lilii?'{?

fRN

,Ghagter 1

: reunion anly after thﬁy know that thsy are but sinful

; tragments anﬁ alwaye in need of the rorgiveness of God.
_iny 1n the ‘pover. or that fbrgiveness can tha churebes
80 fex‘th, led. by the Holy Syirit. mte all tmth.
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Chapter 2
The Church's Ministry

- To speak of the ministry properly it is
important to remember that we are speaking of the

minietry of the Church. It 1s precisely a ministry
%o and of the Church. Its function and status is

thet of s'e:mmi Jesus Christ is the "cornerstone®

of the Ghureh and the Church is "His body". Thus

whether we view the ministry as a ministry to. the

Chur¢h or of the Church it is in either case a
'minisfhry 4n the serwice of Christ. m minlstry can
_serve the Church only by being entirely in the service

of Christ and “since the servant is not greater than
his Lord" we are called to be His servants. |

, In 'ﬁuchsar the &ecuasiaﬁ that has taken place m
ecumenieal circles a division between the G!mreh and
the ministry hae boen made. The two are by mo means

the same but they camnot exist eeparately. The Church
‘ anﬂ the ministry are t_rfcm.thev sane aaurge&-éeaus- Christ.
| The ministry of the Church is the ministry .,of v_s}'é'sua:‘,
| Christs Ve camnot talk about the Church without at :me,

aazae.«te‘-ime talking about %its Lord who ia *ﬁ;e “'asmerétsne'f
and "Head"s Just as the Crurch is the “"body of Christ”

| ao the Church's ministry is the ministry of Christ. Thus
. whather we ?iew the mimstry as a ministry 3;_ the Churech
- op g;; the Church 1:1; is in either case a ministry ‘4n the

- gervice of Christ., Only as we see the ministry and the
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éhurch tagethér’shall wé*ha able'ta‘understand-the

- Chapter 2

tfﬁe‘hatufé~of cache . -

The Churéh 1s the creation of the Word even as

the heaven and earth is‘thsr&raation af the Word which
was "in the beginning." The @crd‘creates the Church

whare#ér and whenever the Holy Sgirit reveals it to
Yhns the Church has a massaga te give ang that |

messaga 4a 1ts very lita. .It is the measase which

creates and sustains tho Church. Without the preaching

of the Word there is no Church. The Church's ministry

1s called to proclaim the Word of God which is the

whole event’oftﬁeaugachriStéﬂéll'that He said and 4id.

To proclaim this Christ-event is to proclaim the Gospel.

1t is the Word whlch was "15 the beginning", the Hord

which "was ma&s }leah“ and the Word which shall nat

return to’ God vo&&* The Word is Jesus Christ himself.

No man is a minister of thﬁ Church unless he makes known

the VWord to his peeple and that Word 4s Jesus Christe -
The activity of ‘the Word of Ged is reaemptien.

Christ came tofredeem~ainnexag, Tha.ministry of Christ is

'the'ministry'of'fédemptieﬁ-tha~mﬁnistry~of-réconciliatien.

"a11 this. 38 frnm God, who through Christ reconcliled g& %o

Himself anﬂ gave us the minietry of reconciliation.

. To the Chureh has been entrusted the message ‘of reconcilia~

B . B I e R I TR AR B

1« 2 Corinthians 15:18
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The Apoetle Paul 8 great concern was that men

might come ‘o know Bim who reconciled God and Bals.

'_?How.are-menxto ‘eall upon Hinm 1n_whcmuthey havs not |

%elieve&z And how aré they to-belleve in Him of whom

they havs not hﬁardz .And hew are tbey ba ‘hear without

a preaghsrz And haw ean,men preach unlesa thsy are .

';sea%?”
’thsme in the letters af 3t, Paula lu the calling and
* sanding of ths twelva tha eammisaian of ministry is

Eis healing p@were.

E Jesua Christ. He is the kingdon ecmea“A@ﬁereaiaraeai

salvatian*

~That men knsw Jasus CBrist 15 tha centrallins

Jgiven tO“them~by Christs ,”Ana Rersent‘tham ﬁﬁt~§6_fh

2

”preach the Kingdom of God and te healg”"

It is not an 1neredibla -elalnm ﬁn make, therefbre.
thaﬁwwi@heux.the'yreaehing,aaﬁ»hearingroﬁ;the,Ecrd.tnere

~ean: be na aalvaticn.
~Jesus as the Christ before thsy can knsw the fulness of

Hen“must“come’to'knbw'and aeceﬁt'

i@ﬁra is no kingdom of God witkgu;

‘ealvatian.aave Jeaus Christ who"is the power of God for
The Gospel is the mighty. aet ef ‘God's

iredemptian of. tha world in the persan ef ﬁis San~ Thé ¥
: &aspel ie the Ghrgat—evant. Thus when. ?aul canfeasea 2o
.-theﬁcarinthiansithai he waulé §reachvnetn;ng'amang ‘them

- g A e e A e e e aw e e e -

2e

jﬁ°man3'5$l4~15
Luke 932
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éhaﬁter 2

"except Jesus Christ and Him crﬁcified“,lfgui affirmed
thag’ip this act the'fulﬁeésﬂof'ﬁhrisf was fevealedu a1l
that He had taught and donme was brought to light at the
cross. In that sense Paul tﬁought'of'thgt event as summing
up all thé:evants of the 1life éf'chr;st;: Paﬁl knew hﬁm_
aelfftovba eamméésionad into the minlctry of the Gospel.
“ch7to ne if I do édt preach the-Goapel;“a.

"' St. Paul makes 1t very glain.that he cannot be an
apoatle of Ghrist if he does not preach the Gospel of

'Christ. That is his commissiona It is the 8ign and
“ aeal. This also he makes very clear that the Gospel ha

preachea is tha Gospel of Christ, net~thag there 1is
another Gospel." " This is the apoaﬁoliéiminlstry.‘

This is the ministry of the Church énd'theré is no

other for it is the ministry of its Lord. "The ministry
is not an 1nstitution in 1t3 own right: it 1s the minl-
stry of the Word of God in Jesus christ.  Slnge the ‘ser-

vant is not greater-than»h&s Lord?, the wérd of Gaa~is o

prior to the ministry and it is only 1n the light of the

: Word that the ninistry can be understaaa or 1tg plaoe in

the Ghurch and the eaonomy af salvation seen.

1':'1_9°F133h1339 2:2 .
2. 1 Corinthians 9:16

5ﬂ3.;,ea1at1ans 1:16

4, Jenkins, Daniel, The gift ﬂgkﬁiglstgx Faber and
Fabar, London, 1947, D. 1Te
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Ghapter 2

_ Ho man ean.apeak in the name of the Lord unless
he is ona who haa been called by God tc do so.ﬂ To be
called into tha.miuist:y of theWord of God ;n~christ
is a‘éiftkof,sod confirmed by tha’HolyrSpiriﬁs Since

the mzﬁist£§°6f'the*wbrafar’saa 1s the Church's ainistry
'it is the raaponsihility af the chnrch to prepare thosu
_whn are thus callea*, In carrxing out. 1ts duty the
'fchurch does two things. Firat the church determines |
hQ ha validity of the eall. Secondly it seeks tc kncw
Vuh;ther the person who has been called 1is ralthful to

his ealling, When the Ghureh satiafies 1tself on thege

-pcints it .eonfirms tha act of God and the reaponae of

The eonfirmatioa 13 the acceptance ot God'a gift
te the chnrch by ‘the Chirch when the man 18 ordaineﬁ.by

the chureh tb preach the worﬁ and administar the Saera-

menta. ?he girt ar ministry 13 a girt_gg.the chnrch

It 15 greeisely over thie matter of ordinaticn that

mnéh cf our~§rasont dlvisien exists. It ie therefore
1mperat;ve that'we~s;ve:muchvcangiderétibn tq this
question. ?he ﬁueation of dédéfé is a theologicél
questicn ‘because- the. whole msanlng or the faith is
involveé. What we havs to say about the meaning af
orders virtually affeets every asphere of the christian

‘ tgith, rwhua»an»1nadequate‘§heola31cal understanding of

orders will have implications in the structure of the
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Chapter 2

'ﬁhristiah meSSage; Eisunﬂerstandiﬁg at‘this point will
often revcal ¥} misunder@tanding of the nature of the
Chrintiaﬂ falth as a wholes o o

. Im hils most illuminating little "The. Gesgel ngggg
Bishnp ﬁggren psints out that the first thing taat must

1

*”in the midst of tﬁe hosts of all the Chr;stiaa faithful,.”

As it was 8aid ut the beginning of the chaptar, the
&cctrine of the minlstry i an esaential gart of the

~doctrina of the Ghurch., ‘The Eishay of Lan& preee@&a to

elabcrate; Ia actual fact thera is no difference between

:us miniaters and other Christians, - @hatever is true ar
lus is true of all. Or better said, only that whieh s

2

Vtrue of all christians, 1s alsa true cf us. This
;ﬁote of unity is centinaally atruck 1n the New Teatament.
 when it speaks about the aifrarences 1t does so only in
 the context of unity. The biblieal proclamation af tne

rsyal pziesthnod is trua cf all Ghriatiana withcut

vexcegtion‘" "You' are a'ehcsen raea, a rogal priestheed,

a halJ naticn, Gﬁ&’ GWﬁ §eeple, that yeu may éeelare

s

S ﬁyéran, A.. quge; g_,ggg, SCﬁ Press, Londan, p. 19"1
2. ﬂygren,': 3id., pe 19 |
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- Chapter 2

- the wonderful deeds of Him whp‘ealled you cut of dark-

o 1 .
ness into His marvelous light."  “You are priests” 1is

sald of all the members of Christ. The "universal

priesthood” relgns in the midst of all the Christian

. faithful. All who cenfeas Jesus as Lord have a part

in that deed whieh God wrought in Christ. "They are

'all those who like living stones built upon Chriat

who is HimLelf 'the living stoné' are sald to be built
up  into a piritual houae and thereby crdaine& to be a
'holy prie thood' whieh shall bring forth spiritual
sacrifieas;}which‘tnraughfaeaus Christ are pleasing to |
qu.”a ;- . : _

‘. Tha cne thing that 1s true of all chriatiana is that
they are all wsmbere 4n one and tha same bedy. Thay have

in common Lhe essential and deeisive raet of their lives.

”Thsy are eglled "God's chosen ones, holy and haloved.
‘,Onee the{ wara “no peaple but in Christ thsy aré "God's

paople + . When we now set about to discusa the ainiater‘s

~ call and task it is important to emphasize agaln.that all

Christians in the deepeet,and‘innermoét sense have one and

~1le 1 Peter 239

2. Nygren, 0p.git. p. 17
3« Colossians 3:12

4, 1 Peter 2:10
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tha same call and eleotion of God.

Hawever, we must go on to say that to the ministry

‘of Christ'e 0hurch a special task has been given. "For

as 1n one body ve have many membera, and all the members
de nat have the same fnnotian, 50 We, though many, sre
one bcdy in chrlst, and individually membera one of

’ another. Hav%ng gifts that differ accordins ta the grace

given to us.» When we ccnsider the maaning of the special
task of the miniatry ve muat surely glve ear to the words
or Seriptura. In discussing the various gifts of the

'spirlt, St. Paul 15 emphatic that all sifts "are 1nsp1red
2

by.enq and'ths sgms Spirig. "~ The cpureb 48 the temple of
the Holy Spirit and the Church's ministry 1s commissioned
by the Holy Splrit. So it was at Pentecost that the |
diseiples were baptized with the Haly Spirit. ‘ They were
cammaaaioned into tha ministry af the risen anﬂ ascended
Chriat.} And 1t was there ‘that they really began thelr
ministry, proclaiming to all men nf Iaraal, hear thaae .

words. Jesua ot Nazureth, a man: attested to you by Go& ‘

‘vlth migh&y works and wenﬁers and signa which God aia

thronsh him in your midst, asg’ yau yourselves Knos——thia
Jesus, delivared up according te the ‘definite plan and
toreknouledga of God, you erucified and killed by the

---‘ﬂ--d-‘--~“‘“-"-’-‘_--

1. FRomans 12:4-6

2. 1 'Corinthians 12:11 ‘ | .
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Chapter 2

hands of lawless men. But God ralsed him up..." The

diseiplea knew the meaning of their aamm&ssion to be the
'«praclamatien of the Gospel of their Lord: That was their

ministry. It was thelr life. They were the pame men who

had forsaken their Lord, had run away and denied. They
?~kna§*ths£selvesrtofbe an-unwerﬁhyvlot3'«Aﬂﬁ yet they knew
‘also such grace that when they proclaimed the Gospel men
‘"yere ‘cut to the heart." ? Peter who arose in the midst
‘30f tha brethren on the day of Pentecost was a man

gaasessgg by the Holy Spirit. Peter had made theﬂgreat
confession of faith and he was the Pock on which Christ

‘tuilds His Church and in whose relation to his Lord the
‘true relation of the Church to her Lord is 8o clearly
iexpresséé; It was only at Pentecost that Peter really

unﬁarstood the meaning of his aonfessien far'now he

understood the nature of Christ's ministry. Immediately'

- after Peter had made ths'eonfession, “Thcu are the chriat,

11cations.
Jesas told him tbat as ths chriat ﬂe uaazto sutfor and
Peter haa rebuked Him, Kot aven to the Pharisees did Jesus
use sueh a harsh accusatian. gﬁt hehind ms, Satan. 3 Berore

Peter was. 1n the position to minieter Ghrlst to ths world

..uun‘hﬂh-amnm---nnﬁhnn-uumha—--‘a—

1. Acts 2:22-24

2, Aets 2:37
3. Mark B:33
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7'he mnst be pregared to receive the miaistry in the
' ferm af a sarvant. “If I do nat wash yeu. you have

: l
'na part of me.; Their m&n&at@y'was to»be»like,sia

svan as. the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto
2

but to minister.” The diseiples were called to am

any earthiy éignity or merit whieh thay might try to

'ffeFaim 1n virtue of their apeatelie effiae.» “?he ear11~'

oft sermons 1n Acts 1ndieate~elearly encugh the apcatles‘

vfrvacgnitinn that they could expect no natural and easy
a eept&nce ai‘ their ministry but that it alsa must -take
ftfe aame aelf~ﬁanying form of a servant that eur Lorﬁ'a

did.“n  “Phe gervant 1s not sreater than His Lani, . 43iw

‘ neither is he ‘who is sent greater than he. wha sent him.”

-"The ministry . of the apaatlea is never canceived of

fas a thing 1n itself but always in dependenea npen, and
'as the expression of, the ministry of 3eaus Ghriat. ﬁnﬁ-:
ﬁths apﬁatlea are suah not in var%ue of any'natural sifts
'”they pcsaess Or any hiatarieal prierity er any tsmgoral
gprestigg ar power, but 1u virtue of their'yeraanal

'1!. | ;ahn 13:8

2. Matthew 20328
3" 3é§g$ﬁﬂig°p~-cit.,ﬁp, 21
#;M'JEﬁ§513;15;°" ’ ' ‘
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Ghapter»2

cammiaaion from Him which they authentlcate bw their
witneea to Bim. And that witness 1s alwvays in word
and 1ife, by aelt-exahinatian, repentaﬁée‘ana éver—
renewed subjection in faith, %o Himvas.the One who,
though He knew no sin, became sin for s “muat
wé might beeomé‘the‘righteauanegé of Goda“e

lfﬁns we are minlsters of Jesus Christ because

we épeak 1n,ﬂis'hame and are Hia-aceredite&.represent—

_atiﬁes; ﬁhatever else we may say aﬁaut the Church's
:mgniatry 1t is clear that our Lord empawerad men to

. speak in Eis xama and promlsed autherity to their
‘meaaaga.{ christ is present in His chnrch through the

' 391r1t aﬁd men are able to apeak in His name as the
 5pir1t leads them, 'If the Church’s ministry speaks"'

1n H1s ‘name, 1t s as though Ghrist spoxe. That 15 -
the authcrﬁty that 13 given to the herald of christ.

"I w&ll 51ve yeu the keya of the kingdom of heavan. |
and whataver you bind on earth will be bound 1n heaven |
and whatgver yau loose 1n,earth shall be bound in

' heavan.

Te speak tn the name of Christ means that we are

--‘ LA .-”-~--'-‘----"--”'*~“

1 Janklns, __2& citw’ p.?&

' 2. 2 Corinthians 5:21

3. MNatthew 13:19
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Chapter 2

called to proclaim His Gospel; the Gospel of salvation.
"So we aréVamhaggaddfs for Christ, God making his appeal

‘through us. Ve bégzech you on behalf of Christ, be
° raccnéiledﬂgo God."  This is the meaning of God's incarn-

ation. This 1s”€hrist*s-min1§try that the world should
be reeeneilea o0 God. Whatever else we may say abcutrths
chureh‘a m&niatny we muat say this: it is an authaatie

: ministry only as it earries~au~the,m&niaﬁxyfof ite Lord,
"th ministry of reconciliation. '

- .The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the drama of God's

vsaving act in history in the person of Jesus Christ., ?hat.

18 the Gaspel He will have brought to His congregation and

' to the warld. Therefore He seeks heraldsaana,it {8 as such

‘that He wills to use ministers. He ealls us to be His

Herald of His Gospel. "Whom shall I send and who will go
- - - B

for us.” Those who have heard this ecll and have answered
, oo - I a

that quéstian with "Here am I, send me. " are His ministers.

k“fhe Goapel which.we have receiva& frnm God- constitutes

our~whole being aa ministers. All that which otherwise can
be gaid'pt qur~taak as ministerafié,aecandéry to this, and.
must be traceable back to the fact that we are heralds and
1. 2 Corinthians 5:20

2." Isalah 6:8 . "

3. Isalah 6:8
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that Goa has a Gospel uhieh He will have preelaimsd :
thraush"na. It is. more imper%anz ta nake this fact
1tself utterly clear, becausse at various timea, and

 1n.var1aus ‘parts- er christeaaam, a vazy dirferont 1nter~
_pretabion of ‘that whieh is essential in the minzster 8

1 ,
¢all has p@availeé‘

' The impnrtanee of the :aiﬁietry is not derived from
iteelf* It,éﬂss not poeseas within 1taalf that\ﬂhieh

_,;aazea it what it 1s. No power is lald in our hand. Ve
“ara ﬁiﬁisters not beecause we ggssesg qnalifieations vhieh
eqnzp:us,as~apirltual leaders. ge ar@ m&n&sters beeause :

ﬁué,g:esaﬁbaegééérs for Christ". Eb_&rg;miniatera of

ﬁhétchuﬁﬁh,-the bﬂdy'afAGhrist,'beﬁaﬁsé'veﬂare-heralds\of
Biaﬁéﬁaﬁéis  Agart from its msséage.tﬁe miﬁiatry~1a»nat~a
,ministry. Upon the message evergthing 19 eoncentrateﬁ. |

‘__?hs cne ‘thing that has been given to us makes us ministers
.af Jesus ehrist and that ‘4s His ﬁasgal, ana a Gaapal af

sh&eh St ean,ﬁa sald that pawer &wells vithin 13,‘ It is as

‘ Esralda ef this - Goapel that the minietry reaaives its saered~
"ness. &11 other intarpretatians of tha ministry and 1ts
'task came. to a 5reater or a 1esaer degree to lay the atrsas

.upan the ministry 1tse1f, semetﬁing uhich.it possesses or 1t

ean &a. apart frﬂm what has b@ea given te it. “The power

"ﬂﬂ“‘*““,"-‘“‘ﬁ’-*-‘-“-ﬁ---
. . ;

‘i;_ ﬁygrsn,‘_gp. ;t., p;-al
ng;. 2 Gsrinthians 5:20 -
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Chapter 2

does not come frem‘us, rather‘1t~1iea-with1n<ths

Gospel - 1tselfs ' We are but those who deliver it. vfe*z‘ et
*are heralds. That is the. saereéness ar aur»cali. .

- There can .be only one ministry Bince there ia but

one’ Gespel.v“The.ﬂeg;festament~states explieitly.tha§ ,

this>scspel was g;#éﬁrﬁa?thoae whnmrJesaa;gallaﬂ to be

;3ia'apqstl¢s§ ;Thsy*ware-calledvtc make'kgcwn~the saving

aetuar~6esus”6hrist. sinea thisAeonstxt&tes the essg
of the Chnrch?s ministry, surely there can be.no other

| ‘ministry - differant from the aﬁestalie ministry, ,Ongg'v.
?eannat be a minister if he would preach s Gospel different
,;jfram the 603§el they - preaehe&-~ not that thera is ekothsr

2

VGospel. j ﬁ@r can there be another miniatry tbaﬁ their

. minlatry.

 Much of the eontreversy with rega?ﬂ to ‘chureh unlon

‘s :eentres around the. questlon of what eenstitutes the true
‘mfapostaltc minist:y.,“ghs ggmgnfghgr@hfs;vgs‘ajelaar ansﬂar

“";‘ta this question.. Sﬁa“haa~alw§ys maintaineﬂ that the doe-
"trina af ‘the ahurﬁh and ministry be kept tagethar a8 has ths
- Orthodox ehurch. ‘Therefore for Rome there 1s mo problem .
i;abaut Ahe natura‘af the minlstry. Sanceléhe»alane 18 tha;
»itrue;chareh,-shﬁ_alcne can have a true ministry. ,fhara,ia

ﬁygren, 8RB 2&5&: P*'QA““
*2. Galatians 1:7T- s




‘ ﬁrthaéox churchea view their ‘own miniatvies as

3900393333033 33330880ddPPP2dD039gadddddordsrdsosdscsstbissbasddds

dhaytarra

gna 1ndieation, at the prseent at 1east, that Rome will

rethink ita own poeitian.. To &o ac‘would mean that she
would follow the path of tha Raformatian and- this is most

T'unlikely. Tha poaitian of the orthodox chureh 13 similar

to Rome- hut lines are not as rigid hecause of the fact that
she was not directly relateﬂ tn the Rsformation and has

developea no aauntar»refarmatian. Both the Remaa and
; ethe

trua m&n&stry for easgh makes tha claim that 1t is the true
ehnrdh : The meaning of its ministry is derived from the
enur&h as an hiatarlcal 1nsti%utiaa. - Since Rome views
1tself as the "extension of the incaruatien it slone has
the pcwer*tu~ereate-a ministrg'siase.it,alone’13 tha‘true
repreaanﬁative of Christ on earth.

1t 1s the Roman church more than any othar‘whleh
resarda Aits ministry as -a aaerificing priesthood. Very -
early in the life of the church an 1nterpretatioa pushad

 its way into the church which Tregarded the primary funstian -

of the ministry to ba that of a saerificlng prﬂeathmaﬁ.
ﬁen yho by virtue of their ordination were in a paaitian
to present an efficacious and purifying saeririce.

~The Roman ehurch in fact has two priesthooda. Though -

many Protestants are unaware of 1t, the Roman churdh also

makea.thegalaimrfbr(the priesthood of all believers. In
the Catholie Catechism of the Council of Trent there is

expresa>m55tién made of the double priesthood.” There is
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an inward and an outwvard. *All the falthful who are -
haptized are called prieste. Especially so are those

good men amang‘them whb'hava ﬁhs~5§1rit of CGod, and‘by
the %1naneas of God's.grace are made l&ving members of

}tha»ﬁigh Priest Jesua Christs Such men, by a faith in-

flamea with,lave, of fer spiritual aacririees tc God on

. the aitar of their souls; and to these saerifices beleng
'all gﬁﬂd and’ hoaaurable deeds which tend to the glory of»

v&ad** -’Thns . quetea the catechism,:‘christ made us a

<k1ngﬁsm and priests to God and His Father bg waahing us
‘19 Eia own blood. We are a boly priesthood, offering

spiritual saaririces aceeptable to God thrcugh Jesus
ChristQ - 411 such. texts refer to the 1nward priaathaod

"’Bat’, the Gatechism goes on to say, The - outward priest-

_hncd belcngs nat t0 all the faithful, but cnly to certain

Lmena wha are - 1natituteé and cansecrated by the 1mposit1@n

r hanﬁa and ths due rites of tha Ghnrch to a sgscially

vsaereé ainistry.s And the power of this outwaré yriestkawﬁ N
sis the pawsr of offer&ng to God. the grezt sacrit§§e of ths g;
~Chur¢h for the living and the dead-the Masa" “vfi

- The minietry of the ﬂoman church 13 unﬁersteod in a
chanistie way. largaly ‘because cf tha theery of the saeri-

-fiee of the Eaas., This fellowa iu line with tha Latin

‘“*lﬁ“‘ﬁ—uh-u-ﬂu‘-uaﬂﬁ*‘ﬂﬁ—,*“-»

.l, Forsyth. P. 7., Rome, AReferm and Raagtigg ‘Hodder and
Stougaton, iondca. '1'8“5"9 = e -
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‘conception of the atonement. _As'the”sacfifiee of the

Mass 15~re§éate& the priesi stands as thezrépréaeatative

of humanity just as Christ in His sacrifice stands before

God as. the representative of man. Through the sacrifice
of the Mass he presents an aehievemeat to God which baeamas

a store of merits for men. The ministry is not ;ggg God to

;‘man but _ggg,man &gﬁ&@é and it becomes in this way'a medlia-

ticn between God and man.

-iThéf’e* was a place for the 'mmmng priesthood m

_Judaiam for the atensmsnt ‘of sin was made from man to Gods

In,othsr religions there is clso & glaee far saerifieiﬁg

7priests ‘but the interpretation of the Christian ministry
:ia' a saerifieing priesthscd is wholly falsa. In such an

ipterpretation the ministry does not carry on the minlstry
of Jesus Christ, it

~ Jesus Ghﬂst was the f‘u.‘b-

fillment of the olds The sacrificing priesthood is no more
 €far 1n Christ we have our high priest and. he is ‘the anly
'feae. He 1s also the sacrifice siven, “for Christ also dieﬁ=
_jfar aina once . fﬁr all, the righﬁecus for ths unrighteaas
i}that ha might bring us to Gnd; . The mighty wark of atone~
" ment 1s finished and in 1t 48 grace to cever 211 our sin.
"There is no need for repetitian nar'can it Ee repeated by

man'fﬂr.thauaacrifiaa;which-reeancslas us tO'Goaw&s not
- e - - - - - -

1. 1 Peter 3:18
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~ Chapter 2

| man.s aet but God'ss S e -

| Thraagh the cultie rites or the pre~0hrﬂstian era
the. griest sought to control God by carrying out ths
ritual of the cultus. It was thnught that God's action
coul& be directed. through the perfcrmance of these cult 1e

. forms. Thus by the sasrifice—of‘the lamb in the desert
| thsy bélievea that. their 8ins would autamatically ba taken
??away. God, thay helieved, was involved in these rites and
:fby perfﬂrming them God could be ecntrolleé, The very same
F prinoiﬁle is 1nvalveﬁ in the Raman cancegtieﬁ of the %aerin
E f1ce¢af the.ﬂass. 'Here~the priess Whafnsea,nnt be "the -
fééigll consecrated man, but only the g ‘_;y consecrated” goes.

' ?t£ruugh the ritual forms of the Mass and thus repeats the
';sacrifies of Christ. In the Roman churel the. ministry of
_?reconciliatian, Ain ministry, in. sacrament and. wbrﬂ, has :

 faith¢5 “It was nat an accldent that Luther’s critieism of

;fo this eritioiam ‘he struek ?130 a8t the Raman perversian of
f*the~office of the ministny,v“, ‘

_ This 18 nst tc aay that we have no- pzrt 1n the drama

Iof reconeiliatien. The act'of~recaaeiliatianv13~Gad@e

‘ .through_aaaus-christ, The Church as the body of Ghriat za

l. Anlan, Gustaf, Ths Fait ef istia uggh, The
%‘Eg’""??‘di

Muhlenberg ?resa, ?hiladelphia, s P» 413,

.,Thean thus 1nterpretea in a way tetally foreign to Ghristi&a

;fthe Roman ﬁaaa was eoﬁeantrated on the Bocrifiee sf tha Mass.
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Chapter 2

called to carry on this mlﬁistry_of reconciliation.

“To aaywthatﬁthe Chureh's ninistry 4s a ministry of

recanoiliatian means that it has its faun&ation in the fin-

.1shed work af chriet. The CGospel of Christ 1e'a Gaspel of
- rscanciliatien and the Church's ministry is called to gpe~
| claim that Gospel. "The. Gesgel is a powar of Gg& wnto.

: salvatian for each and every one who belleves." ,ﬁne“

reconeiliation aemanas a ministry, not because the atcua~

'msnt nsras ta he eampieted or r@neated.: The aet of reconn
;¢1liation has been aceamplisheﬁ once aad far'all and it 1s.

far all ‘times and generatioms. antjth@greeoneiliation—13

_:qetfa~s;atic thing, rather:it,must§b§_unéefet¢oé as a liv-

1ng'&iper&sneaﬁiu'the camtext:qr lif%gaﬁ@ it demands a

:miniatry heaause it»ad&resses 1ts§1f3ta.e?ery new age and

-*every'ﬁéw;generaticns, Ths atantng work of. Christ does mot

have to be reyeatea a8 Fsm& insistg but each man in each

generatien standa 1n need of apgrcpriating and agtuali,iag

: the work af ﬁhrist 1n ‘his owm - 11fe¢

The power of th@ Gcspel doae not eome from those who -
prbclala it, rather it liesm within the Gosmel itselr.
one saw thisrwith greater clarity than di& Galvin, When the

‘Roman interpretation of’the.ministry'was»attached'td“a-magi~

e&l view ar the sacrament it put comylete power in the hands

1» _Romans 1:16—
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of the priest.

- It 4s in the aaﬁrament of the Lord®s Supper that
écme really shows hGW'she-ebntrolls the Gosbel; Wbere~
ever the host of the Holy Sacrament of the Altar 18  _
rsserva&, christ 18 there. Inkthe holy wafer, Chriat

@Himself i presept; xa'the Eueharist a8 offereﬁ by the
, priest, Ghrist ‘becomes physieally and lecally present. i
T“In view af this fact, the follcwing statement by one
| of the eardinals of the Roman Church cannﬂt be rsgardeé |
; as an exagge"atlan. ‘Where in heaven 19 such power as
_'that of the Catholic prieat. ..aﬁns time anly Eary
brought the haavenly child 1ntc the werld, but lo, the
”yrieat deea ‘this not once, but a hundreﬁ and a thnusanﬁ
’;;times, as often as he celebrates (the mass)....?a the
,?priests he transferred the rﬁght to &1apose cf his holy
rfhnmunity, te\them~he gave, 8o to speak, power over his -
‘bady. The eathalic griest ic able.‘.to make him-preseﬁt._
‘ at thé altar, to lack hia up in’ the tabsrn cle and to
“,tave him out again in order to 8lve. him to tha faithful

1l

 ”begotten Son of God the Father, 18 ylelding to his will.’ "

‘ The Roman Church binds both God an& mun,- "Sacramenta
and prieathse&z and what they rspreaant and signify are

.the mystical body of Christ's -No one is a member of this

-’ﬁ‘-ﬂ-‘ﬁ"-"'ﬂ”"-'--“--““*.

-31. ?auek, wilhelm, The Heritaga of the Ebfermatien, The
Free Press, Glencoe, Illinols, 1950, p. 161
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bo&&; unlesas he partakes of the sacramgﬁtS‘énd eubmits

‘tofthe‘adﬁiﬁiatratimnﬂor the priests. Man becomes

acceptable to God as a bolisver in Christ only . thraugh

a'ths justifieati&n repreaen%ed 1n baptism. He is cleansed
of his sina anly w&ea, absolved by the. priest in the

aaerament of penance, he participates in the passion and

,reaurrectionrof;ﬁhrzsﬁ by*means of the Eucﬁariat; He is
assured of his salvation Qﬁly:if:thegbléssinsa also of the

ather,sacramantswﬁeon?irmatian,fmarriage, extreme unction

an&,,méet 0f al1,.pr1éstly ordination are available to him.

‘ﬁe.has'np communion with God and he cannot live the Christian
| li"fe‘ unless he becomes identified with the life of Christ
in a mgstical way by means of the sacramental~hierarchical
finatituticn in which tae divine ayerates as a. living. active

1 .

’ ""‘r“cality .

he Angle»ﬁatb@lics have a,eencept;on of the -sacranents

aimilmr te Enme thaushAnot as extreme., Per'yriests»caﬁ aﬁ~

minister the Bucharist bsaaase thay are of the ”historie“
egiaeapate,,the minlstxyuwbieh.Ghriatghims$;£=ccmﬁisaiened

1n the]&ags.of His iieah‘ In thsir~an&srstéhﬁiﬁgi.the

f‘aaeram@nté‘ara not of the Church but'of the ministrys

It must ha'aamitte& ‘here that there ia much eonfusian in
rroteshan&ism with regard to the aaurameate. .Eltra.ﬁalvin»

‘1ets such as Karl Barth do not recognize the validity of

the eacramente. They argue that nature cannot be the bearer

of .then Holy--oxcept once-and-for-all in éhx}ijs‘ﬁ.,. 1 must con- .
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;feas that I share 1n the confuslion of the Protestant
Churche vegy 11%%19.has;bsan,writtenlof'a positive
nature,f.iaaéfar'asfl’have been able to understand it,
the. thought of Dr. Paul Piliich hae stimulated £or me .
a new goncern for theimeaging;af the sacramentas Dr.
. Tiliich-ét&ies that the natural can be the bearer{af‘ ~
the Holy. In the escraments the elements can be =
kéarefs ef}théuﬁﬂlj‘béﬁaaselthey are always determined
by that event when the natural was made to be the bearer
‘of the Holy when "the Word became flesh.” The bearer - ;
dees not in and of itself gnastiiﬁte the sacrament. It
must be ?@lthd to the events “of the hlstory af salva- -
 $10&; The “Protestant Princi;le can have no tolerance
,fbrqesnaitioneﬁ eﬁjeets elaiming;pcwer-efrthe~uﬁean&itionads
Kome has}ﬂbné,ﬁhié'wh&n‘ahs'iﬁentifiesvthe element with the
LHelj; VTﬁelaiements are no 1enger'réla Led to tne even»s of
salvaticn,but begame the essence ef ‘the avaﬁtﬁ. '

The Pratestant unéerstanding of the Gaspel has also
an;aacasian~beea~Qerrupteakhy the false=ecnqeptientcf how

’the ﬁérd'ia a méana~bf’gr5333' This. napyens wh&n 3t identi- .

fles the Word with aound ﬁaetrine rather than ﬁn a living
~gfvseﬂtatiaﬁ‘af the claima and power of Chriat* ~Bat Calvin
alwugs insisted that truc prnclamatian was the greaﬁhins

z of the ﬁbrd and this vae de§enaent af ths Kﬁly

Sﬁlrit.v“Ths ?aly Spirit is the bﬂnd by which chriat




éfficaciouélyiuﬁitéé'us to Himself."
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Chapter 2
1

lﬁhe Foman. view most certainly stresees the faet
that her ministry is tﬁevministry ofithayépastles. It
is, in fact, the ministry of Jesus Christ. But it 3s
thevtrue,miﬁistry by virtue efﬂiha'fact that it wvas.

,‘craate&~by the cne and only true‘ahurch, thé‘#isible

institutional ¢hures of Rome. The ministry is thue

, not degendent on the me&saga it prnclaims, tre Gaapel,

but an-an;institutianuwhieh<degrees wn&t.is‘truth
tecause it is the'incarn&tion of truthe One can hsve
ne quarrel with. sueh an interpretation ox the ministny
if one ‘ean accept the c¢laim that the E@man ‘chureh mpakes

: foz' i‘beelf»

There hag been no sericus &iseuasian af reunion

fbetween Rome and any of the lazge frotestaﬂt bodles - Bince
‘the time of Reformation. The Official Roman Church camnot

;,g' Cy

‘admit 'thgtfthé chureh is -aiv-;ded, it ‘can enly,;say that some

:Lembers have fallen away. The eall of Rome is not reunion

but veturno-

. nince the turn ef the century, and especlally in the

‘last three deca&es, muach - alk~has taken place between the

&nglican eemmunity and large rretestanﬁ bo&ies. Some real.

progress bas been made but whenevar discussiona have bcggeé

1. Calvin, op. git., P+ 89
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down they have done ec cver the question of orders. The

" most powerful elewsnt in the Anglican fold is the Anglo-
‘Catholic branche This minority boedy has been the:mﬁs;
vocal in reunion talks and toc a large extent has:éhgped

" the pslicy'fcr ihé.entire Ansiioaﬁ~church, %;enevgﬁgthe

word Anglican isfuseﬂahére it is well tb‘r@membe? that it
is-theaﬁnglaaﬁathalic:positian that is beling réféﬁréaltos
~ Glnce the 2nglican church ﬁeesrnat étand within the
Eaménlfgld it cannot claim that the continulty of the
hiétérieal and institutianal:churchvas-oﬁenbééy is of the
cese of the churche It finds ﬁﬁ; cohtinﬁiﬁyfdr'thevcbureh

‘not in thﬂ churc% as an org~aic whole, but in the episcopal

ministry, :The episcopacy is th&:}uar&ateevof the Church's

existenee, The Anglican church will then recognize as true
ministrles §nly those epiaacgally orda;ned. That 13, enly
those ministries ‘which are of direct historlc line from "
the apostleswean‘ciaim~to“ﬁe:truexministries;'€> v

It 1s obvious that the whole questlon of the nature
of the faith is involved in this ¢laim. Those orders
which are not of the "historis” eyiaéc§aﬁefcaamet~claim"-
to be true ministers of Jesus Christe. Thsir ministry |

cannot be a means of grace since they do nat possecas ths

‘ gracs given througn the impesitian of the wands of a

&;shup; Their churahes are not cf the bady of Jesus chriat

and thus tne»sacramente.&re:net really sacraments; thay




‘ back,
‘most exactly. "The episcopate is the 61vinaly ordained
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cannot be means of grace. So claim the Anglo Catholiece.
"ﬁbnﬂﬁhé-ane hand,.no'ministér now*l$ving has an authority
‘féeéqgnise& by the whole Chureh to act for the whole

-Ghﬁféb;'an the Other hand, that»ministerial‘authoriﬁy :

conferred ay Christ is limited to those in apostolie

’%uecessieﬁ hag never been proved, and, short of diqt&net

greeforam gcripture,.it-isvan Intolersble prasumption

that men shoull suppose Christ to te so beum& that He.

feannat TRive ug trLa ministers of His sacrgments in

'sewerate bo&ies once schiam- hms haygen$&.

Let us h@gin our censideratian of tais claim by
cueting frnm a group of Anglo»cathclie scholars who aye
ardent exponents of the historie episcopacys In thelir

 ha;A’o3 olic Mi 13tt., they define their pos&tian -

min;gierial inatrumﬁnt,for aeeuring tg,the:ﬁhnrn& of God
1ts)cdatinuous and crganigfun1t§; nét as g club of like-
mihﬁad;werﬁhippars,ar-éspiranzg,to holiness, but as =
-ééd—gzyenicity.efaalvatian‘”g This défiﬁiticn makes

two thingSLvery éleara By éefiniﬁg what it is, namely,

the church, it defines what others are not. .

It ia thelr bellef tmt our Lord, in sending the "

-al«aﬁnn‘unuanuhn-nuhmwnn"npm—m‘wq

1. Greenslade, S. l., Intercommun 1on, Harper & Broe.,
~ New York, 1952. Pe 228..

‘2. Kirk, K. E., The Apostolic
ﬁStoughton, Lnndan. i*i».pruf;

;m___m, Hodder and

) :y‘»fﬁf‘\'*
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twalve to preach, established the historic episecopacys
To them and to them alone was the trua ministry given.

: By this act tha diaeaplea, later reterred to as apostles,

uere endowed with two great gifte: “thﬁ means of srace
1 .

aa& the ministry of grace." Only these apostles could’
}sin;turn give to others what had been given to them. This
.thay did by the imposition et‘thalr hand§'cn the heads
 0£ those to be ordained into the ehurch. Theae who were

?tﬁns ordained were later appointed Bishops, who alone had
itpe,pewe: to ordain. The ordaining Body is ncw :eferred

to as the Essentlal ministry. The Anglican Church claims

‘that 1ts ministry is in this direct historic line. Its

ministry is of the historic episcopacy, thus it 1s of the
true ministry for "without the succeesion the ministry is

ministry, ; | ;e e |
no ministry.”  All who have not been ordained by a Bishop

aré‘abviaﬁaly not ordained. The esse of the m&nist?? 1s

7maintained thrcugh the external forms of hlstory.

- Dre Eirk and his fellow authora of The Agastolig

:nﬁinistgx agree that the problem concerning the nature of
the miniatgyrié a theological ana.,‘This‘must’certaiuly.be

8o for it is the theological nn&erstanaing‘alone that goes
to the heart of the problem. Since the fulness of grace is

1. Kirk, op. eit., ps 16
’ 20 Kix‘k. _O_Eo 312’, p. 24

RS e
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Chapter 2

given to‘the“biehob~alone, from,thavapOQiles, he who is
ordainad by a'biahop has a valid ministry tecause in that

.orﬁination he 1s given special grace whieh the bishop
‘alone éan give. "By the laying on of the hands of the

Essential Ministry the aspirant to ministerial office
received not only the commission to exerczseﬂeeriain
'functians: he was ushered into a 8pecial and distinet
sphere, possessed of spiritualggiftS"and of the power

aé well'aafthrfright to &1apenéé then ib ithera; and in

no other w x g 4 he ggggg that sphe

Two things are made very elaar by the Anglo-cathalie
claim.. ?hay see the apostelic aueeession Ainaugurated by

| Jeaus in the days of His flesh and the grace which was

given to them was theirs to pasa on to those uhom they
saw fit. Anslicana admit, as does Kirk, that they are |

?:not*justifieﬁ-in trying toeprave~or assert~that they have
'“ffaund ‘a fully. organized syatem af ehurch créer in the dew
Testament. Thia, of eourse, 18 a most abviens admission

"siﬁceiit 1quu1te-eviéent-that~such ‘is not to be found in

the-ﬂéw Teétamsnt writings. Their claim that;episeopacy

is of divine origin is not made inythe*sense?that our

Lord 1natituted it directly but rather that it and it
alone can permanently carry on in the church the Easential

A.-’~-'ﬁ“_‘--“-ﬂ--“--‘------a-'

X. Kirk, gg. ¢it., p. 15. (italics his)
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Ministry derived from the apostles of our Lord.
Arzqrfmaking.aneh-a ntatement,>hawever. Kirk

'-staliipersistsiingqaxins.a“eur~u1z1mataagppea1 18
-ta”acrﬁptnzsg?1~-sut suéﬁ use of scripture surely

cannot go unchallenged. It is quite evident what

-Anglo-Catholie apologiets have done. They have taken
‘the theory of episcopacy, the continuity of which is.

péfpatua@éd_by historical form alone, and with this

' presupposition have turned to the Bible to find

igériptgral gnthnrﬁtyyﬁ But the ¢riteriap for the truth

7af\their position doss not 1ie w&thiﬁ the scriptures,
.rathar~the seripturee stand under the Judgment of
their presuppositions regarding the historic episccpaey.

,with aueh an atrccious method they seek seriptnral

'authcrity for their positia&. An 1llustratson of this
s werthg of note._

In terms of the 'histerie episcagate the . Aagliea
look to tha eemmiasian&ng of the twslve hw‘Jeana as ‘the

1naugurataon:ctttha ‘apostoliec succession. To these twelve,

and only to these, was the special grace which constitutes
the Essential Ministry given. They now possessed it. It

was thglrs to pass on. "The church ;aceiies 1ts mission

1. Kl!‘k, 2‘20 Bit., P 16




. finaliy dia 5a1u9 to Jerusalem hé laid the Gospelx'

o
ﬁand they ®a3ded nothing to me." They did»not.g&vei_

51._.Galat1ana ,16
2. Galatlans l 312
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entire Pauline eorpus.

8t. Paul states explicitly that arter he had been
called by God to preach the Goapel of Hie Son, b | did
not confer wity flesh and blood,. nor 4id I go;nplto
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me."
Thevagcatle Paul 1s convinced that his call is valid
and that the Gospel hs preaches 1s the true ana only
Gospel or Jesua Christ. He atataa, "For 1a41a not

-ureaeive it rrnm man, nor was 1 taught %t. but it came

threugh,a;ravelatiea of Jesus Christ." Vhen Paul
_ B o

preached before “those who were reputed to be acmet

grace to st‘ Paul. On the contrary, they had toAadm1t3

- that . Paul'a apostleship was as valid as theirs. ”aﬁd
when they pereeived the grace that was glven ta me, Jamas
and Cephas and John, uhc were reputed te be pillars,. gava
to me and Barnabas tha rlsht hanﬁ of fellewship. f The

rlsht hand of fellawship was 5uth1ng mare than recog-

nition er that fact. There is noiroundatian ;n,t§931etter

3+ Galatlanas 2:6

4, Galatians,2?9
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for Kirk to make the inference that Paul's apostle-

ship depended. in any way on those whbﬁgggkﬁeen'apostlea
-haforé him. ?hewgrace the otherwagostles,pereeived'in.

Paul 414 not. ccme fram them cr,gg;gggg them. ‘His

commisaion to preach ths Gospel 434 not come from Christ

in the flesh. It ceme from the resuireeted and ascended

‘Christ. . Paul 4414 not “"run in vain.".

In his first letter to the people of Corinth, Paul
assures them that the Gospel he preachéd to them was the
Gospel of Jesus. Christ--"so that you are not laeking in
any apiritual-glft.vz ¥hat Paul was 8o deaperately eon~
cerned ahont was not that he shcu!d.be recosnized as an

apoatla sc that he might exalt himself but it was for the

_Gospel’s sake. He asked no man to be his follower. His |

Whole ﬁiﬂistryupointed,bayondfhimself-t¢3thawﬁoepel~@to
Jesus Christ "who had set me apart before I was borm, and

. 3 :
had ealled me through his grace."” He reminds the Corinth=-

1ans that they belans,acz tb:Fau1.or'ﬁpollos or Cephas but

to Jebua’ﬂh:ist% ‘Paul thus assures theﬁﬂthatjif-thsy are
' Christ's all things are theirs because Christ is God's,
" Phere 1s no indication in any of Paul's letters that he

considers his Gospel to be tzue;and_the“qther apostles!.

e e e e e e e em we e R R O Wm e WS G W @ e W e

1e Galatiana 232
2e 1 Corinthiens 1:7
3 .Galatlians 1:15
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false or léss'trhe.' e defends his apeétleship on the

_grounds that his eall to.be an apnstle came from Chriat.
&’ghat was the griterion—pnothing alsg,*1“3n apostle came
. only by the calling of Jesus Christ Himself and no one
| else could givefthat epec&al authority.” 1 ’

A8 the Church grew she found 1t necesaary to place

t«t-suparvieers over the Gospel that she was entrustaﬁ.wlth.

ve know there wsfé many perverslons of-thefméssagé-it
sought to proclaim. Some of'theawritings~sxelnﬁe&'fram the
cgnénureveal;that‘a'disaatrcué‘tfanefozmatiﬁn'¢r~thaﬁGbspel

had been made. The letter of St. Thomas can be taken as

- an example. It presents a Christ foreign to the script-
:ural accountas. The New. Testament«mentiohs the problem of
false prophete. which was troubling the early ehurchs There
fare numerous instances mentianed in patristic literature.

fThe Ghurch took action against those who preaehad a Gospel

-different from that handed on by the apostles. it set up
certain forms te prevent their entry 1ntc Christian
cemmuni&ies;‘ The Church saw nerself ;3-8 the guardian of
the Gospel and it;ordained.inte-the;Chgrch;anly those men

uwhose eall was valid anﬁ.whsther the person called has been

faithful to his calling. Tha criterion was the Gospel it-
self. God calls no one to preaeh a false Gospel. By

- ls. Cralg, Ce F., The gg_,__gggg Ahingdonpﬁakesbury Press,

mew York, 1946, Pe
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refusing to'oraﬁih~those who were not true to the

: Goepel the Chnreh aough& to keep the Gospel pures.
' This grave task was given to the Biahop. |

This wiew ofzthesepiacopaéy does not relegate

‘the office of the bishop to a purely administrative one

nor does it make it the rubber stamp for'érdinatian.
What greater cemmissianfisfthere~thankthat which seeks
to preserve the Gospel of salvation for the gﬁnreh7énd
for the. world? -But still it is the Gospel ‘whieh is the
eriterion of the faithe It ia the . Gospel-~the mighty

aot of God in Jesus Christ--which credtés and sustains

the Chureh. It is the Gospel-~tha Ghrist—evént of

,reccneiliat&anp~wh1ch is the salvatian of man. it is

the Gospel-usesua Ghrist Himself»—full of 3race and
truth” who imparts grace to all.who\racezve sim; "1t

15 useless to talk about apastolic>sueéeesie§ if 1t
~eimply ‘means an unbroken series of partieular mannal
acts' ﬁo thinking man believes that the grace o a

"1

,peraenal God. is transmitteé meehanically. Hor-will
‘the aeripturea allow us 8o te think. ' '

Anglicans have sonshx to prcve their claim of the
"historic ‘episcopate thraugh recourse to histerw. They
try to. ‘show that the historie cant&nuity of tha ministry

1+ . Robinson, Wm. g;b%iggﬁ Qggtr%ge of the Church,
‘?ha Bethany %rans: St. Lo isso , 1948, p. I?Eg“'
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is of fhe‘ease”oé”chs'mzniatry;; History will not sub-

stantiate their claima. It 18 true that the "historic"
eplscopate can be tracea thrcush hlstory ‘but only to

' the seeond eentu:y., Here an impasse is reachsd. There

is no historie proof that frcm the very besinning tha
continnity of the churah was sustainsd thrvush the -

‘v"hiatoric epiaeopate.t "No one ean rightly ineist
upon . the ministry for a. ecntinnaus chain whan the first

11nk is missins e
. anglicana, as waa aaid aarlier, see the 1nausuration

ot the apostolie succeasion as taking place when Jesus

‘aent the twelve out to preach. It 1a 1mpcsaib1e for them
to prove a eontinuity from this ”"gg sl stage to the

seaond eentury whare the epieeopaoy had taken actual form.

Still the attempt is made. Prcfaasor Terranca refers to

thls attemyt as ‘the “tunnel theory". There is no historie

eontinulty 1n the sense that Anglicans elaim. The thecl=

'.agical strncture which is built on that elaim callapaes

alao.'

Even if the elaim for the historic epiacopate could

be substantiated, the ?rotestant chnrch’yould refuse te"

accept the theo)cgical structure that it is made to earry.

: The Anglican apologists ‘have tried to liken the apoatolie

.'--‘-—-‘-“--‘—--‘--'--—--'--ﬂ

1" Crels, gp. git., p. 34
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commlssion to that of the 0ld Testament Shaliach. They

have amught-&o uudé;stand thelbosltion of the Shallach .
to be that of o represantative of the king who acts on

behalr of the king. Ris words are indeea ‘the worﬂs of

the king for he ha s been given ths authority hy th9 very
fact of his commisslion. This much is certalnly true and

:thera-are«ﬁnmercusfinstanceszwhighveould be recounted. -

But the Anglicans havéfbressed.th;s~further.v Théy insist
that the Shaliasoh possesses the authority of the king.

It 1s his to pase on to another. It 1s precisely at this

point that the'analogy-breaka. T. W. Manson, in his
masterful little bcok, The Chureh'g Ministry, has
shattere& the Shaliach theory.. Manson paints out most

'convineingly that the Shaliaeh never anseas the author=
_1ty of the king 1n saﬁh measure. He acted on hahalf af '
the king as hia representativa but at the Shaliaeh‘s death

, the authority reverted back to the king fram whence~2t eams. :

It 1e cbvioua what this does to the Angliean conaept of the
apoa;olin,ao&miss&en, They were indeed commiaeioned by
Ghriét but they did ﬁet,gggggga the grace which comes from
Christ as.King, Grace can never be éonsidered as a thing
apart from Him: vho gives it. The apos%lés were #cmmiséiénsd

by Chriat and to them.was given graea‘ But nowhsre did Jesus

set up a form which alona eauld eonvey gxace. Rather He -
continually pointed to Kim who was to come--the Holy Spirit.

i

s e s
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HIt 18 the Holy Sglrit who baptizes ua with the grace of

mlnistry@_ That 48 not to say. that grac& cannot be con-

- veyed through forms but it most emphatically does mean

that grace 1s not dependent upen the ferms.r»To~say that

'grace 13 dépendent on forms alone is a denial of the Holy

A———— i ——————

Spirit‘~ One thing we mnst never-do_or~allow to be done

is to think that the Hcly 3pirat can be controlled threush

external farms.f
~ The identification of form with reality conatitutsd

- majorfstruggle for St. Paul. . Ee;unwearieﬁly asserted

that the Gesgel was not dependent uwoa external forms. -

"There was nothing priar to receiviqg the Gospel. He

fought a eantinnal battle againat those who would make

‘ tha Goagel degenﬁent on the sutwara form. af circ@mcisicn. '

The Judaizers asserted that & man caul& not come to Christ

‘unleas,he acceptedfa certain.farmg ?ﬁﬁainmgraee was ma&e'

éegéudent upon a eertain form.. Salvation came, not threugh -

the Géapal of Jssus.Chrisii tut something griar‘to'it; The
form stood gver the Gospel. But Paul "did not yleld sube
mis%ion even fcr a moment, that the truth of the Gospel
might ba greﬂerve&. v o \

This 18 what the Reformmtion aseerted with fresh

strength and alearness. ~8a1vatian.ﬁa5-99t dependent upon-

o R o T T T N e e O L T

1. ~Galatlans 2:5
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Chapter 2

outward farms whetner it was an institutionalized
-church cr an outward rita. Grace was not aomething,_‘“
<supernatural quiddity, that could be controllea by man
'but~always it was the fangiving, creative.lave of Ged

given by Christ through the Holy Spirit in the relation-
ahip of faitha SRR | - | |
Juatification by faith was not a Protestant inventian
but a reaffirmatian 0f Eoly 8cripture. The Protaatan%
concsption af grace is the renewal of life "gzrounded in

~ God's fergiveness of cur'ain«which wG"apprahena 1n-thel
peraonal relatianah&p»of faith, trust. an& commitment,

-Grace cannat be datached from the gresence of Christ

because graca ‘comes ‘to us from the Holy Spirit Who is

-ths real presence of Christ among UBe

In principle the Angle~€athclic positian*must deny .

~§this because ali that is needed fev grace to be given is
'the presence ef the bishop prencuncing ths corract worda;

~This'is'precisely'why they will not accept the orﬂers of

non~epiaeepal ministries as gggg_.ministriea. If the.
reqnire& farms are used by the nréaining agents grac& ,
will-bergivsn. Indeed, it must be given.»rlt is aogt;gile&
grace. There ie no room here for an adequate doctrine of

the Hcly sgiritg For if the meaning of grace 1is nggggggg

Lm_ Harland, gg, eip,




Chapter 2

‘fan:éxternal'forma dne,cannct‘speak'abaut Holiness or -

Spirit. . canfi&ence comea not thraugh the g rompige of &

| Holy”Spirit.by«eu; Lord to sinful men who trust in Eim,

"butwfatﬁeé‘in tae‘gosaessieg-amd manipulation of the
| “SQEstance of grace. The gifts af”gracalgre;qhénged from
.”ﬁburigifts”'tc “our-gifts?; Then eér boaast is thAcf
Jeaus Chrisb but of correct” forms. biséuésiﬁs‘this aame
iwsue as applying in a somewhat different -area, Feinhold
Niebuhr has put the situation most conclsely. "The ehurgh
which claims to be itself the end of history, the fulfil~
vmen£ ef~h1%t0ry*s meaning, eecks to prove the truth'éf |
its message by the continuity of its traditions, the
“vaxi&iﬁy of its order and the solldity and prestige of
‘itslhistorie form. There 1s an obvious pathos in this
attempt to achleve & traﬁs;enﬁént perfection éi@hin
historye .Eheatrad&tiens;aéé_eén%iguitiesfﬁy.whieh the
church seeks sgaurity'befaie ths‘final judgﬁent'éan bé -
prove& by any r15erauﬂ scholarship te be more: ﬁahiouﬁ
| th&ﬂ the chureh admits.” ;.

The eriterion of the apos’ olic miniatrg is no

“longer considered from the Gospel which. they were.

'commiqsione& to preeeh but rather from the form of

. N .

'1. ﬁiebuhrg Reinhold, Fa nd Histor

: -, Nisbet and
00. Ltda' Londﬂﬂ’ 19#9’ ﬁ- 27‘ ‘ '

d§8 
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Chapter 2

commission.

it ie Dr. Kirk's QOntéhﬁionAthat:ncn}ep&acapal

orders are real but not valid. Here are his own words:

"To say that a thing is valid, or de jure, implies that
wa-ére"merallj bound to respect its claims§ if we admit
a particular ruler to be king of his country gg_gggg4
1t would be immoral of us to abet any One,who’wsre |
ylanning to overthrow his regime. But when we admit é

man to be ruler de facto only, we are not by that

admission comnitted to any attitude towards him. We
'asaert h1s;migh£ only: and might never creates_rights;

'or carries thew with it, Similarly, to say that non-

episcopal ministries are *real® ‘ministries, or ministries

de’ ac ;0 (and if this 38 what is m@ant by tha word ‘realt

ve. da not quarrel with it for a moment) &oes not 1n it-

fself ccmmit us. to any special behavior towards thsm~~to

what 1s called *interchange ef pulpits®, for example,‘g
1 Lo
tc intercammun&on. At -first glance this might geem ta

be a-moétvpefauasive Q%gﬁment_but aeen in its own context

it defeats 1ts purpose. Dr. Firk sdmits that non-
‘epiaeapal ministries have clearly.beenféwﬁééJhy'oué Lord

and shown the fruit of His presence. But Dr. Kirk uses

ey Po M
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Chapter 2

anothex analogy where he liLens non-episcopal ministries

to. a c@mmonplaw marriage which can ﬁ:ing forth meny of

the same results and achievements as a2 regular marriasa.

“In, both analogles, howaver, mmm ‘1s determined by

iaw. In the li&ht of grace this legalistic 1nter§reta~
tien ig itself not valid-~-though iﬁ is real. The “ruita

of the ministry.are not the fruits of law but of grace

and as euch are a gift of the Holy Spirit. It camnot
be~&eaieé‘5ays55?;?Kirkxthatrnﬂnr@piacegal miniétfies

‘do ”prc&uce;rasultg such as the validly ordained minister

ought téfprﬂ&uce'"  Since the valldity of orders depends
upon-gracevfrom»the 3513 Spirit; it"must'fbilaw:that‘thé ,
fiﬁi%s'of the spirit ean.énlj ée'§r®ﬁéé¢ﬁ,where the Holy
SQirit-ia;,”“ﬁy their fruits you shall ﬁnaw‘them‘“av

The work of the Hioly Spirit is recognized o fagto but mot

de jure in non-eplscopal ministr&es. Fﬁen‘dn his own terms

Dr. Kirk's azgument for tﬁﬁ validity of eplscepal ar&a*s

'alcne»ie.mast uncanvinaias}anﬁ absurdgg,m'

_‘One-énatarea&ilyfsee noﬁiwhyﬁthe:q§é3tién of supple-
mental ordination cannot seriously be thought of by the .
Protestaﬁt_caﬁmnnitiea@ It would beapeak‘avlack~of integ-

Vfity\én hethvsiEEB. It s obvious from the Angliﬁan '

O‘-M”-b'b‘%*“““ﬁﬂ*“““Q”*‘O*QQ.'

1. Kix’k' @0 v-ﬁk” P« 3?
2, katthgw ?,16
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Chapter 2

_pasitian that if tueir orders alane are- valid nothing.

could be given uhem by supplemental arainatian. Oon the
cther heand the non-eplscopal communities would be~denyén-
lng the existing valldity of thelr own orders because of
theﬂﬁngliéan clalms for the episcopacye

- It should be polnted out that other denominations
who also have the “hi%ﬁorié“ episcopate dg not make the

same¢exclusive:claims for themselves as does the anglican."

churchs The Ghuréh,cf,Swédenvhas an episcopal order &n&'jf‘

the Church of England recotnizes that Chﬁr@h‘suminiStty

to be velid. Such an attitude has caused surprisefiﬁ,%he=,
swedish Church which frankly admlts that it dose not and
cénnat meke similar claime for its orders since it isunat

in keeping with-the- New Testament records oy the spirit

af the Cospel. The Ghurcn of Sweden is in full eommunian  -

with,qther-nan»episcopal churches. "No particular organs

4zation of the Church and of 1ts_miﬁistrynis;institute@‘

;ggg;ﬁigiﬁo,~nat:eveﬁathﬂfpréerAand aieeigliﬂé‘énﬁ state
of thiﬂ%&reéardeé 1ﬁ~the,ﬂew.ﬁeataﬁent,”hecauaé-tha,ﬁaly'
Seriptures, the norms normans of the faith of the Church,
are no law, bﬁt*vinéicate for the New Covenant tbo great
princig*a of Ghr&s»ian freeacm, unueariealy asserted tw

.8te.. Paul againat every form of l@gal religion. and -

applied with fresh strength and elearneas by Luther, but

1nstituted by our Saviaur Himself, as, for instance, when,

b
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of South India. The chturches which went into union -

 Ghapts: 2

int 3king farewel¢ of His disciples, He diﬁ not
regulate their future work by a priord rules and
inatitutions, but dlrocted them to the guidence of
the Parsclete, the Hcly'ﬁhsst.?l

The questlon had inEQ.besn ralsed a8 to the
possibility of reunion if non-epliscopal churches.
agreed‘%s an episcﬂpal-arder."'Te arlarge extent this

question has been answered by the unlon of the Church .

,wére both eplscopal and non-episcopal. There were
Ifindeeﬁgmany sroblens that hed to be svercomsibut
finally in June, 1947, the Church of South Ihpdia

. T

_became*a reslity. Tt beeawa‘a"r@ality:becauSS»mén~

were cenvicteﬁ by the sin of thelr divisicm bwt sven i

42

more by the healing grace of the Gosp eT of Jesus Chriet.»

- After ea wreful de?iberztion the, acvema far union
decided thet it would adopt th@»"hiatorica cpiseopal
form of charch_governmgm%\b@caﬁss "3+ 1s the principle
that the church should not depart from a very ancient
practice in tha‘mannngﬁf ita;government;”?’ The Church
of South India rs}eaﬁedvthe claim that the Gpisca§aqy

.-a-*—-w-»»awnuoaunuu'-—nu_‘n‘»n-ﬁ

Xy Bell, G.. K. Aey Documenxe on christian Unity, Oxford

‘ Univeraity Press, 1924, p. 187.

2. Kewbigin, 3@. ,t_:;g. s Pe 168
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Chapter 2

- is the sole guarantee of tha,churhh‘s existence. It

went on to affirm that the epxécopAI order must alvaya

serve the needs of the church that it might better pre-
"pare iteelf to proclaim its nessage and to this end “the

church of South India must-~along with the rest of ths

:‘chnrch~-hela itself ready to earrect and rerorm 1ta§1f
| in the light of ite sugreme and decisive standarda

All ministriea et the variaus churchas which went

V:nta the Qniaa were thus held te be ;g anﬁ real aini-

i

;.striea, episeo?al and noa~apiaeapal alikei Thars was no
"re-ordinatien.§r supplemental ardinatian and thus not all
-ths miniatara ir the Church of SGuth xndia are at present
ffepiscapally arﬂained. Eventually all will be in that all
Jmtalsters ordained after the. unian -was erfbeted were

ordsined hy a bishep. In this uay the chureh of SQuth

A;Inﬂia has found itself in the tra&itien af the "historic”
Eepiseopate. | | ,

| '_ Haw than 1s ahe regarded by the wi&ar Angliean commun~
' ztg?z At uus paxnt there is much aivisian mthin the
.1Ansliean fald. The reactlons are 1ndee& Varleé. From one
’_aide thare is rejoicing and welcome while frum the other,

_ the Ansle~catholie, come threats er excammunication or a

.*-'ﬂﬂ“--”*,"_-“‘ﬂ-’*~~‘*'~~--‘

1. Newbigin, op. git., P. 169




. G’hgpt,erﬁ'é

"walt and see" "attitud*e'. While negetiations were
'beina carried on, Lambeth gave every eneoumgement
%o ‘the Anglican Church in South Indias After the Church
_ of South Indla had beeome a reality the 1948 Lambeth
.conference was severely divided on its attitude to this
Church. “Most of us....rejoice that we are able and
feel .boﬁnﬁ here and now to aeeept the Church of 86!1%11
indla as ‘& living pa.rt of the holy, cathalicr,_ and apos=~
toli¢ Church of Christ, to ‘recognize bishops and preshy-
‘ters as consecrated or ordained in the Church of South

- India as -":%ma-"hiahnps and presfiéyteﬂ in the Church of
chriat, and to Meml .':the;ﬁ they be sccepted as such
in every part of the Angliean -aammian.f'-; This much
certainly shows that there are manyin téhe'Angli’can
Chureh who -sigifieemly desire reunion. "Others....yet

‘, hala that it é.s»mt at present possible to make any
~ definitive Judgment on the Chureh of South India and.

| 1ta ministry. ,«+sThey are unable t.herefere to aasoeiata
“thamaelvas with any such recemen&atioa as t.hat. ‘indica=~ .
‘ted above." " o \

' The Anglo—catholie group, ‘though it 1s a minority,
15 extremely powerful and vocal and has dominated the

1. The Léﬁbeth' Confersnee, 1948 ,N London, .192;8,: p. 47
2 :_cggg, p. 48 | |
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Ghapterizr-“‘_ -

to the world not by union with Christ in the Spirit

but by 1ts relation to & ministry which is derived by -
‘authorization from Ghrist in the d§ys of his flesh. '

Pentecoatanaed not have happened.™  But the scripturea

bear witness that Penteeost did happea'and that there
the apostles were baptized by the Holy Spirit into the
ministry of our Lord. Paul is the spostle of Pentecost.
:Paul‘was~hﬁtkeammiéeiansd‘tafbe»an épéstle»hﬁ Christ
iﬁltha;dgya.éf»ﬁis‘rleéh énd 4t was indeed because of
thihithat hia apastleahip'was often’daubtéda Kirk tries

:to make ue beliewe that Paul went to Jerusalem because

‘ ”he 18 not accepted as a true apostle until his credent~

1als~have been scrutinized by those who were apostles
; , > _ e
berore him."” = He quotes trquGalatiaﬁé»lle.as proof of

' this. - But what ‘eould be a greater misunderstanding of

Paul's ovn position! Paul makes it most explieit tnat
h;s,gurpcsalin saing to Jerusalem is precisely .the

;o#pcéite;,tnatﬁhﬁs'EOSpéi’18 not dependent on man. . That

1§?hcw_heihesins his 1etter5tc'ths‘Galatigﬁs;b”?aulxgn'

apostle--not from men aar5throﬁgh man but through Jesus =

Chriat gné God the Father." " »tha tone pervades the .
i e e i
i ‘"--Ke%‘?bisin;"ga«-""Q&‘- s Do '3.64 L

2.. Kirk,-gp. €ites P. 10

3. Galatlans 1:1 .
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- Chapter 2

“Anslican‘ehurphuwhen the questi&n-of.raunipn has been
“discussed. It aéﬁe;rsbthat ﬁefare'thezeh;fehﬂot England
.hcan.éeéiouSLy»eanaidersreuniaa with non=episcopal . churches
' ‘in the future she will have to deal with the apparent div-
-1516n*withina;'@h9~ﬁbformation asaerted éhat'nnthins.must
_.he placed before the Gospel. It was‘tha Gospel that was

at stake and Luther challenged Enms that 1% had put an

.‘1nstitution,~and:all,thevelaims,that.it_made for itself,

before,theescépel of Jesus Christ. The Bsrbrmatianﬂ

nﬂd&rstanﬁingvmust.nevetha;ioat«tc-sigﬁ;;,ﬁéha«&ngliean

'ﬁhurch'has‘nsﬁer really“taeed'the-iééuea of the Reform-
?aﬁian. 8hs way yet nave to do so before reunion’ 1a possi-

- bles The avangglical Anglicans may well be faced with the

;samgagituationmthat.ths;refarmers'were faced with, to assert
the.maanins\arithe,&espal of Jesus Chriétﬁsvangin the fage
of historical division. "The time has ceme, as Reinhold
Hiebuhr has recently said, for the Anglican eommunzcn"ta

make a decision on the meaning of the. Beformatian. fe ¢

 must ﬁeci&a,‘ he says, ‘shsther 1% regards the Reformation,

on the whole, as an aberration cr a’ ereative event in the

history of the Ghristzan faith, an event which delivered
the chureh from the heresy of iden&ifyins iteelf with the
Kingdom of God and of making a gar&ieul&x and highly author-

‘Atarian organization of the church the only possible basis

e A i —
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for a world-wide Christian féllcwshﬁi:. “1 Ir Anslo—
Catholics continue to hold te the position that the
fer&ﬁ"§ffthéﬂm1ntstry déﬁermine.the*minia;ry.of”&@sué
Christ rather than the presence of Jesus Christ an‘tps~,’
Spirit; then thé Gospel is indeed at stake and must be
defended at all costs. - | :

ﬂistorie unity simply for the sake of eutward unity
13 not a justifiable basis for reunion and must never be
considare& by Protestantism. To unite on’the'eaﬁﬁitians;
laid ‘dowvm by ﬁnglo-ﬂatholies would be a denlal of the
Reformation and henne a denial of the Gospel.

" Non-episeopal - churehes will have to admit that there
1s ‘much . that- thay can leann from ths episeapacy 28 repeined
hy theAnslican Ghureh. chnrchss whieh are at present ncn—

o episeopal may even eancluﬂe that an epiacopal form or mini-

stmy could better serve. tha naeds of the church today. But

it must hs on the basie that the. epzscopal system is not the |

~only form in whieh the Ghu;eh’a ministyy ean ex%a&t. It may
possibly be the best form but not the only form. ‘This al-

“ways has been the case in the church. “Eplscopacy can teach
us much about an understanding of the ministry but 4t stulti-

fies its ability to do so by eahataﬁtly'making extravagant

; claims for _fitsel;' wh;e:; ,‘t.ha plas.n -gagtg of Christian . .-

B Morrison. Co c., Can Proteatantism Win Anmerica?, Hargag
and Brothers, New York, 1948, p. 173,

i
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1‘

o experience ebstinately refute.”

~The ministry is God's gift to His Church. In

 arﬁ1n&t1Gn;th‘church“reaeiyasfth;s,gxftﬁﬁhrqugh'tth
“Holy Spirits Nen are ordained not only into g ehurch
“but into the Church which is the body of Jesus Christ.
‘They are valid ministries then insofar as they are His

ministries» God has alwaya raisad ﬁg man ta aspeak and

‘ witneas in.ﬁla name. - The true p@nphsts ware not thaae,-

necezsarﬂly ﬁhﬁ exerc&aed the ecrrect forms of the

 88Y 5

'Thus eaith the- Lord." The ghraae sigaified that God -
stood behind their words. In Jesus Christ God Himself

apekg.thgv¥§z6~o£-salvation~%ﬁemeﬁgg.Hié%ﬁardx"heeame
flesh and dﬁelt'amons uss" . The saving act of God In

the. persan of Jesus Christ is the Gaapel.~ It 38 Gad‘a L
'activity in the li?as of men in the birth. teachinga,
\blife,;death,gn&,resu@raﬁtiqn;or Jesus Christ. The

Gospel 1s the deed of salvation e’arried-»'but by God
through His Sen. ?he»eespel is that which proclaims

“Jesus chrs.sa as God's mighty ara.ma of reeme;nsuan

of heaven and earth. The Gospel ia the ~pmelamt$on
that in Jesus Chiist's suffering ‘on the Cross God has

‘overcome the powera of sin which enslave man in death.

i R R I I T T I R piep S

1. Jenkine, gp. git., pe 55
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Chapter 2

o '-hea';r‘t.he?aospél of Jesus Christ 1s to hear God's
: benedictim of forglveneas and %o know that power tha;t

makea all thmgs noew.  The fulness of the Gospel. the
fulness of God's Christ is an ever living reality in

'-our presence only tlmmgh the Holy Spirit. The Chureh,
which 18 the ‘body of a‘eaus chriet. ie the temple of
" this same Eoly Spirit. It is He who' "gathers and

sanctifiaa ‘the ministry of His temple. He is the
guardian of all ‘frut.h. who reveals the mystary of the
Gospel. | It. is the Koly pi:«it who gives utterence to

' our menths axﬁ gives ears to hear the eternal Word of

God: The man ordained into the Church's ministry is one
who sntars into the ministry of Jesus éh'z*ist,. who is the

 body of the Chureh, and is thus ordained into the temple
of the Boly Spirit by His gracs. 'i'ha work of tha ﬁoly

Spirit ia to make éad’s migh%y aet of salvatien in Christ
et.emally available to overy man. ‘
Y chnrch w‘hieh seeks tmnsh *aorx'ect‘ forms to con=

o trcl the activ.‘sty ar the Holy Spirit has, no true ﬁaetrine
~ of the Holy Spirit: . 'rhraugh the sacrifiee made by the
onan ehurch seeks to control the

priéet -at the HMass, the
graea of the ﬁolx Spirs.t. The Anglican church aoes ths

- aame whsn it claims that sraee ean be given: to an oxﬂ&mnd

.only by the jh‘ishe;: in the layinscn of hands,. So indeed

does the fuﬁda:nénté.la’at whé makes his reiisious experience |
or creed a prior condition to the effective working of the
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Chapter 2

~The Protestant Berafmarathad'a~true'underatan§1ng

of the work of the Holy Spirit. They saw that God's

14ving ¥ord was spoken in the flesh in Josus Christ
and 1s contimally spoken through the Holy Spirit. 6%

H

is the Holy Spirit which convicte us of Gaﬁ‘ Word. i?ée
r;Eefarmsrs ‘did not é&srasarﬁ the forms of tha ﬁhar&h far

' they were amar@ that gsaea dié not come 1n a vacunm.

Rather they sought always to point out that the carregt'

':fcrme alone could never gnsure grage. They were the -
'Ghurch's vehicle for the means of grace but they tham—
 391?95 414 not possess grace. Thus we.exereiae our -
;ministry in constant degendsnae'upan the- living presence
‘er Christ in the Holy Spirit. Ve are the Church*
tministry "not by ourselves or in our own- power but b{
rvfaith, in Ehrist and through Christ and. fer Chriat‘

-1?"3°nkiﬂﬂ}ksﬂ}¢£%&rr Pe 7?
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 Chapter 3
Blhlieal Authority

' The Church was not 0alled into being that it might
be entrusted with certain truths, to guard them.and pro-
claim,themi-*ihﬁ ﬁhn:th was-¢alled into being by the .

-persQnmofaJeagaaﬁhriat:&n&\1s»csn£iﬂaally_BuStaineﬁsby

that porson through the Holy Spirit and will be finally
redeemed at the "second coning" of Jesus Christ. The
churnh, by its total witnaas, is called to proclaim thza
person. Jeaua Ghrist, uhn alornie is the Truth; .and no%
certaln truths about- Him. ﬁaly as wa un&eratane 4hat

 _ first or all can we go. on Lo say that in proelaiming this‘

ke o

: life;&g@@g;migh&y,actgef redemption: of theqwqud‘an~Jesus

Christ. This is to proclaim the Gospel.

Kwhswéhgreh is:n@t,left,without:am#iaibiewwitngéﬁ of

Gpé’sga¢tivity in the life afamgnkinﬁiﬁrin'stﬁ,aauilsgA\

&érﬁs, “we have £h£s~treasure,ln7earthenf#essels;“f “The -

Bible makes. visible'éaa*a~deélings-with his creation. From

~the. ereation af the heavena and earth to the. appearance of

messages. . It bears witness to God‘s saving acts as He has

revealed Himself to man 1n the reating, sustaining and
redeemins of the worlé. The B@hlieal mevsage 15 the |

a‘-hd-‘-ﬁﬂaﬂﬁu‘—t—‘nnu‘u-&,-"‘

1. 2 Corinthians 437

.‘« ' .
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Chapter 3

proclamation of God's dealinge with His creation.

 The central theme of the Biblical message is thus
concerned with the revelation of the living God. This
ravelatian is &aacribea by the Bible in the formof a
story-~the story Qf Gods The story #nfolds with the
Qraatién~qf‘all'éhings:by~ﬁad., In mythologliceal concepte
it deseribes the fall of manp and the salvation . of the
world . through. the Wbr& of God ma&e flesh 4n Jesus ﬁhriss‘

The story ends &n-;he;renewalwef all things. This is not

just another story among other stories of God, "This

‘history is.a deseript&on of God's revelation of Himeelf

1
because the Bible describas tha events as His. aets,

. ¥henever we speak of the authority of the Bible we

‘must always see that 1ta authority is based on its
rrelation to the revelatian of the living,Ged. Thie
,:authority &oea not peint to 1tselr but 1t ia rather tha
fauthcrity of a witness which points away from itself to

Go& aa He reveais HAimself in the lives of mens. ‘Ehs sole

" real authority of the scriptures is God Himself. It 1s
!cgly such to the believer whose @yesuhavg‘been opened to
 the Word of God by the Holy Spirits The authority of

seripture is God authentieating His revelation of Him~

se‘f by the Baly Spir&t.

1. ?riem:., Regin, Biblical Au

rity For Ioday, SCM
Prese Ltd., London, 1951, p. 98.
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-Chapter 3

Revelationfmuet likewiee be seen in relation to
history for God does not reveal Himaelf in a vecuum.
God revealed His Word to the. prophete 1n concreta '

historical situations and. tke 1nearnation is the com=

iingsaf Go&‘H1mae1£ into the ;1m1t&%19ns of history--"the
‘Word become flesh." It 1is history, therefore, that con-

tains this drama of revelation and not some other medium.

But novertheless it is not history which fs ‘mﬁe Judge as to
‘the reality of God's revelaticn, for: revelation, as’ racnrﬁed
4n-the aeriptures, of Goid's act of redemptien comes from

'leutsi&eaof»histegy,and henae st&nﬁs;as Judge on histaryf

The Bible is not the proof text of God's revelation for
.&edisTautianvcannat beiprove&; ”ii"dan dn;y'be proclained
ana'then believed in faith@”l . ' ’ '
The Bible does not have authority simply because it
contalns the earliest writings of the Church. 51¥'th§t/
was So then the Bible could be regarded msreiy a§.£h97f

first chapter in the history of the Church and it weuxa'
have more autharity than eentemperarw kriting of the
‘,church. simply because it is the oldsst. recor&. The
:autharitattve nature of thé Bible does not rest in the
‘~faet that it 18 the reeard of infallihle truths in the
lform cf religlous prapcaitiana. Thﬁ authority of the

Bible is the pereonalAautherity of ‘Truth and it 1s Jesus

A W W A W G . . a ww we  we. en - e wE em A - .

1. Prenter, op. git.s p- 99

IR ':;.‘m...,w,.i.m_,, »_M.m'. =L
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Chapter 2

Christ who is- thé‘Truth, Wnat 1s ultimately author~

' 1tet1va fcr the Ghristian 19 not the Bible as sueh, but
the Gaspel of God to which 1t testiffes.. The Bz%ie ever
: pointa beyrond itsalf to Him whose ﬁbrk anong ana on be-

half'af mon 1t is both rseard and @xtnesas The Bible is

. the record of the spostolic witness upon vhich the Church
1\?513 feun&ed anﬁ ag such 1 part of the rgvelatien of God .

Himeelf. =
When we appeal to scripture as the Word of Goﬁ we

;aannot i&entify the words of the Bible with the beﬁc
‘The Bible 86 the Word of God 1s nome other than God®s
"seving activi%y in the Redenption of the w@rﬂd, “One

might ‘well speak of the first redemptive act of God as

‘4hé creation of the world-«from the chaos of nothingness.

'it,ﬁae this.sama'eaa,who“ehese.a people from among the -
n&tioné'thatuthay right be the instrument of re¥eallng/
God tp'mankind¢‘ From this people He»eontiauéllgi¥éiaed
ﬁpvprﬁﬁhsts w§§ SPOR8f§c tn;é.yeople”infﬂis~ﬁ3mé that

‘they might be faithful to Him and live.  To this pecple

also was given the pramiaé_6£:tﬁezﬁnnﬁiﬁteﬁ'ane; &nd
ig‘th34“fulnass-af'time“sﬁe'sent His’anlyvscna The Word

‘that created the heaven and earth, which was revealed to

‘the praphe%a:and wh&ah““beeama.tlesh and awelt among us”

4e the “histsry of salvation™. The Bible ic the Word of
fsad, not in any - abstraet form, for it bears witness to
God who worka;redampgively in the concrete aituatians of
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Chapter 3

‘the world's history. He comes into our world inm the

person af‘aeaua chriat,at a particular time in h&stomy
and has revealed Himsslf and wrought redemption for use
When wé_say that our appeal tolséiipt&reiis an appeal -
to theiword of de it 1s_preéisely'ta those events by

~ which the Church's living LerﬁAwraughx‘theraalvatién by

whichvthe Ghnrch:ndw-anﬁ ever-lives;» When we aépeal to

Scripture "we go ia the Bible to meet Christ, our yresea&

and 1iving Lord."

- The seriptures ere decisive because ﬁhey are ths

?testimany of the witnesses to God's redemytiva actse |
'Ths-church believes on their testimony: that the living
_ch revealed Himself deeisively in the events reaorded

1in the Blbles "If God has in fact spoken through -

prophetiﬂ oracles or the words of Jesus and his éisaigles,

then At becomes a matter of'vital 1mportance to establish

 the true text and to ascartain the exact meaning of the

Biblical reeerﬁs¢. If God was in Christ recencilzng the
ﬁprld_ﬁe,himself,'if-Gc&,demanstratas hisxlove'tawar&s
us by the fact that whi“_lé we were sﬁt'.,»i:.lf sinners Christ
died for ﬁa,'then it is of vital impbrtance'to'us to know
88 fully and as accurately as we ean what manner of lire

and death it 18 in which'sad acﬁs an taia way. Thlslia

e ﬁewbigm, 2&;&1;?; 131,

N
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Chapter 3

' not an easy task, and there are, and alwayse will be,

‘ temptatioﬁauto take short cuts: either to say hiatofical

certainty 1s impossible and therefore we must teke refuge
in ecelesiastieal aosma; or to say historiecal certain&y

is impoaaible and therefore we mgst be content with the

simple moral teaching of Jesus."
 1n selecting the canon the Church 4id so in an act
of falth. From the large amount of material at hand 1t

- sought to obtaln the most reliable account of what really
happened. “"The controlling fact was that Christ had lived,

tausht, done mighty workas, died,. risen again and appeare&
to Hia diseiples. The appeal was ta thnae who coul@ claim
elther to have seen and heard and handled these things,

or to have been in direct eentaet with thpse who hade The

2 .
canon of serlpture is the result of that appeal. It s

most certainly true to say that the chu:ehlaaleezedathe

canon but it 1s not true to assert that sne%hmgore has

"primaey»ovar‘tha-aihic1ra&éing'to 1t.orsath%taetiné\£ram
| 1t whatever she wished. The canonileity of seriﬁture'is'ths
'expression of the faet that it 1s the aetual event of God's

"‘“-‘--"'-‘-----—‘-nﬂ-"»---.’—.

1. Manson, T. W The pretatic the Bible, Soeiety
rorizgﬁ ?r;mating’of Chr, sti&n'xnnw ed§§; Londan, 1944,
P. 104,
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Chapter 3

work in the person of Jesus Christ and is the supreme
‘and-decisive standard for the Church. By its act of
faath &n establishins the canon the chnreh looked not

to itself as the supreme Judge of faith but to her Lord

;uhnulschefrevalatien*to'whieh’fhith’is.hsr»reaponsé,

Thus the Church affirms that the Bible "contains all

(thinsn neceseary to salvation and is the suprama stanﬂ- '

It was the Reformers who gave the Bible its right-

”;fﬁl place in the Church. Their appeal to scripture was
”qiharsame,as thb"appeal'of the earlj chnrchIVhan éhe

| establiahéd the eanoné4to‘théae evente in which the
Chureh's 1iving Lord wrought salvation. Their appeal
‘Hwaa not to biblicism, though they came close to it at
’tlmas, but to the Gospel of God to whieh'it testifies;

" Rome claimed and still claims today that the tradition

of“thé70hnrch 18 the suprema'stanﬂard of faith which in
tact means that she is final judge, While this thesis

fiwaa baing typed a recent book of Emil Brunner's, The
;fﬁisunderatapaigg'gg,gggug__;gg csme into my hands. He

trébas’the process by which the meaning of tradition
was changad until 1t was aubtly placed in authority over
the Bible with such cogency that I beg to glve a lensthy

| quotation.,"“ﬁeneéfarth tradition is no more what hitherto

everyone understood it to be: an extant chain of wltnesses |
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Chapter 3

binding the present uninterruptedly with the remotest
past. - Now tradition is instead something of which the

Pope alone has knowledge and which he handles with
.Aﬂavgrggég.authgriﬁy. 'The present has power over the

past.® It 18 now de Jure exactly as Pope Pius ix declared:
'ﬁa-traditiéne éonlia. I, the Pcpe, am traditian¢ What‘

_the Rope declares to be tradition, that ig tradition and
‘every Catholic Christian must profess his belief that it
“is tradition, even thsugh no trace of such a tradltlon

. exists. The absence of evidenee of tradition 1n the cus-

tomary sense can offer no difficulty: for the Pope a1cns
has suthoritative insight into what'constitutes tradition.
What he explains to be traditiomal must be believed as
auch, on pain of the loss of eternal felleity.

“That meane then: the process which bagan with the

~institution of the episcopate as the guirantee of original

apasiolic truth has here reached its logieal conclusion.

The formal institution has tr&umphs& ‘over living tpadltian.A

The 1n5t1tution as such guarantees apoatelie truth. The
nation at traditicn has been uompletely emptled of its true
content. Tradition has ceased to bs;tha“chain -of wltneseen g
.reaehing back to the original ravalatian; 1nstead. it has
becomﬁ,a.myth. It is now a dormant reserve fund of the
Church, from which, from time to time, the inadequate
Biblical evidence 13 éoﬁpleted. a reserve fund which the
Pope alone has at his sovereign disposal and in the exploit-

“ation of which no one may c¢all him to accaunt. Sinee the
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Counéil of Trent every appeal to Scripture is rendered

- null and void by the conception of the tradition which

completes-~-and a‘ventua;lly. in point of faet, eliminai'as»-‘
Seripture. Since the Vatiean Counoil every appeal to
real -tradition also 48 made inefficacioua thrnugh the

theory that 't.hg Pope alone has authe‘ritativa; knowledge

of tradition.” , |
Rome has, on the strength of such claims,.created

. dogmas which are foreign to the Bible. The infallibility

of the Pope and the bodily ascension of Mary are examples
of ite claim. Luther's ,at.taak on Rome was at the same

tinme ‘anl-sppeai to sor‘iptum. Rome sought to generate the -

knawle&ge ef what God had done out of its ‘own raugioua
z-esouneea which it pleases to eall tradition. - Luther
sought to -bring the Ghmh to s8ee that 1t. lived now and
always .by' those efvents S.n whioch Christ wreught our sal- A
w;#idna. ' The events af’";Salvatién were not. Just part of -
the tradition of the Church but were the determinatives

}off ‘the tradition. -_ What knowledge ‘ws}hava of God's saving

act in history in Jesus Christ we receive from the Bible.
The testimony of the Bible is the only basis of our
kncwledge Yesowe have to a;.‘-_,va*-m; as a no less deadly L

1. anner, %&l, The ﬁiaunderstan&ing of the church,
Lutterworth Press, London, 1952. Pe M.
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pe-stil‘ence,l the method of reading .1nto~'~:£§e ‘Plain ivordn

of sariptum, by forced and artifical! met.hoas, meanings
which do not belong to the war&a, and, in all pmbahnny.
‘could never have croased.tne m&n;& of tne: pmphet_ ‘or- -apostle
with whom we may be dealing. In this flield there 1a ne
substitute for aincere faith, mtelleetual integrity, and
epiritual ingight. Above all ecourage: courage to believe
that. God has fsp‘aken; that his word 18 a challenge to the
-vai‘y héfst we .can achlm in seholarship, in nonest inquiry,
in epiritual insight; that *the Word became flesh and ‘
&welt among us* 1s no’ empty verhiags ; and that God ig the
marﬂer of . then that ssek hzm. - However, we do not con-~
fess Jesus Christ as Lord just because the. words of the
Bible tell us that He is Lord. It is the Holy Spirit who

moves us: to such confession. Apart from the operation of

" the Holy Spirit the Bible remains a closed book. For this

reason, Calvin ‘é.lwaya stressed. fti.natr_-t‘.h'a Word mstalways
be annexed to the Foly Spirite -

The Bible belengs to the Church an& 11; can. only be
-gnaerstma in the fellowship of the Church which 418 the
temple of the Holy Spirit. In challenging the Church with
_the Bihle. Ltzther did not attempt to sever the authority
of the Bible from Ats aontex‘t m the life .of the chumh hut,

T mamim, g“g oo 106



3009039833380 2008033306000300dd3303383830380080d46068080080008434809

rather he was calling the Church back to the title-deeds
of hér.exiapénea_. He sought to azfirm the Ghureh-by call-
ing 1t back t.u_thg living Lord whoss actlion brought i,t into
being‘ Rome has failed to understand Luther's position and

views the Reformation as advocating that every man interpret.

the Bible as he sees fit. Nothing could be further from the
tmt.h; Luther knew better than Rome that the Bible bel:mged

'-te tha churah but he also knew that the Church was called to
Vstand under the Seriptures. 'The church is the temple ar ths

BélygSQir&t:but.thaisift»et ‘the 3pirit 1is the fruit of the
hearing and receiving or‘thé,easpel‘ "The Church cannot,
therefore, regard the.pram&sézé; the Haxy‘Spirét'as deliver-
ing h@:»framvthe abligation,éf submission to€t§a;éuthnr1ty
of~thcae-$eripturas in wh;ch-tpe—avanta»whtch grewﬁhebeéa#
tent of the Ggapel‘are-aet-forth.' The church:§s~13able to
amr and has erred. When. she treats her own ita&itlona

as finally nsrmativa. she delivers hargelr over 4in a kind
'of bondaga wh;eh Ghrlat nevar 1mpese&, to a: law uhieh is
\'nct the law of God. She. is to live always 1n nanitent and
alert obedienea to her. living Lerﬁ, and has the revelation
:of Hia nature and the recaré of His mighty acts done for
her redemption.in those Seriptures which she - treasured frum

1

thsqdaya_ef;thoae»uhe:were_witnaag to them‘,-‘,mhs-Seripturaa,

1. Newblgtn, sp. sites 5o 136,
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tharefagé,,aré"%nevsupfema and;deeiazve-étaﬁaara'er
faith for the Church. - She is ever called to turn to
the Gospel as ieéorde& in Sdripture thatvthere~sh§ |
might again reeeive the guidance of the Holy Splrit to

_know the present will of her Lord.

" The appealvtafserﬁgtﬁreuby'the Church in no way

‘lessens the responsibility of the Church to state in
every new generation how it &nterpréts-tﬁé historic
faiih*gggg The Church must ever relzte ite faith to the
yfnaw.thoﬁght and experience of its time. She is a living
Church insofar as she is able and willing to confess her
faith to her Lord 1nv11vingfterma before the worl&; By
‘examining hervown'life as She.expcses"héféelf afresh to

‘the Gospel, she will also expose and combat errors de-

structive to the fazih‘ “Tha-ehureh,must alwéya expel

from her bedy doetrines which pervert the falth. A3 the

rshapherd of the faith she must lead the flobk~1nta‘a full

~and vivid apprehension of the faith. The Church must

decide what i1s and what is not of the faith. As she -

‘accepts this responsibility she sannot lock to her own
resources but to the one place where God has revealed Him-

eelf in the Word made flesh. The Bible 1s the record and
witness af that revelation and it is by that revelation

that the Church lives.

The Church of TRome will not aceeopt the Seripturee as
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‘"the,suyraga and decisive standard of faith. She 1s
<h@r$elf-the standard of the faith.  Claiming, asdaoma’

does, that she is the *extension of the incaimation® her

} va&cé'isfthejvbiee of Christ. ‘ﬂething;stands'above~herw5

Her rensoning is as follows: since the Church was im

 existence centuries before the Bibtle came into belng the
5 ‘»church could not have looked to the Scriptuvea as the
f_L;supreme #tandard of falth. The Church lived %y its tradi-
| itions which were from its beginnlag. It was the Church
_that eananize&~the'Bible ‘and brsught it into being and

tnerefore~it is the Church whieh gtands above Scrﬂptura.
. Moreover, this type nf reasaning i1s based on an
&denti!ieationfof the Bible,and\ths Gospels The' &vc
cannot be thought of separately but an ldentification
resnlts,;njaiaisastreus situation. The wﬁrds~of-the B&hle

~ cannot be ldentified with the Word. ?he ultimate author-
ity for tha Church is not the Bible as such but tha Gospel
- of Gnd %o whiehKSt testifzesi The B&hla ever. points

hayena itself ta the cnurcn*a 1iv1ns Lcrd., 1t points to

- those events 1n whieh Ga& wrnhght the salvatien~wh1eh o

ereateé the Church and by Whieh the chur@h ever l&vaa.  .h‘

_Thue ncthing ean be put. befcre the events of ealvatisn,

neit&ar Chureh nor traaitian. far 3t was these events whieh.

' ereateﬁ and determined both. The Church ever lives by the

faith that God revealed ﬁimself &eeisively 4n the events of
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salvaiien'recarded.in‘thé'Bibléi "The Chureh's purpose
in establishing the canon was not, as has sometimes been
sald, to prove her priméey‘aver the Bible, an&-hencé her
power to depart. from the Bible.s <« but nrecisely the ro-

| voree. By making the Bible authoritative over all that
'she sald....she asserted . 1n the- atrcngest way that she

L

does- not balong to. hsrself but to her Lord and that her
ministers are precisely ministers o _

In one of its articles of reunion the Church of
South India etatea) "3, The uniting Churchss-accept
the Hoiy Scripturas of the Old and New Testamenta as con-
taining all: things necesaary to salvatien and as the
supreme and decisive standard of faith, and aeknewledge
that ths church mast always be.ready to correct and reform
iteelf 1n.acecrdance with the teaehing of ‘those Scripturea
as the aaly Spirit shall reveal it

This confeseion of the Church of Sautn India has eeme

under severe. criticiem from the Anglc-catholic element of
‘ the Anglican ehureh, They fear that an appeal to seriptnre

must lead elther to biblleism ar camplete lack of authority
bvaantonA1nterpretationa.«.Thsy look thths_preservatien E

}_of the Church snd its message in the'histériclepiscapate.

They make their appeal to Soripture but. it is an appeal to

-“--‘----"-‘--‘-‘-‘-“--“-_

1. Jenklns,'ggy'ggi,,'p. 3
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v'gggtegt of the Bible. N

*ehaéﬁer'3

the‘ﬁible*ésfigé‘fifet:ohépter‘in'cﬁnréh»hiéiomy;

The Anglo-Catholic sppesl to Seripture 1sion1y'to-ebnfinm
what they already pgagesa in the historic episcopate. Tﬁe
faith which ths Church haa ever held ie guaranteed by forms

’ ef the eplscapata.

o The Ansle-ﬁatholiea like Rome fail to understand the

 Protestant view of the Soriptures. They fail to see that
1t is to the Gospel of the Living God to whieh Sarﬁpture ’
11tsa1r points--the Word of God become flesh in Christ.
"rhus 1t was the eospel that created the Church and it is

the Gospel hw whieh the Chureh eontinnally lives and it 19-
this sama Gospel that the Church mnst proclaim. If'the*
Churech saw fit, asa inﬁeed 1t aid, ta use the apiscopata

to make thiaﬁospel known to the world, it developad a feﬁm
that 1t thought would best serve the Gospel. But the
'episcopate is not what the Church is but what the Chnrdh

\ ,_g,and.ia slwaya daterminad by the Gospel whieh is the

The raith of ‘the Ghnreh mnst ever be faith tn Father,
' Son and Holy’ Spirit, one God. But all things, including
what the éhnreh.haé or Says*mﬁst'stsn& unﬁér'the Judgment

of that revelation of which the Bible 1s the record and
witnesa. wa must eontinnally profesa aursalves ready to

'aecept eorrectien In the light of ths Seriptures as the

Holy Spirit shall’ ravaal it to use
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;ment of' God's purpose of salvation.

Chapter 4 ,
rne' Eéumexiigal chfuren

To. apeak of the One Haly Eoumenical church 13 to
speaa: of %.‘ne true nature of the Churcha The eeumenicity
of the Church is to. s;aeak of ber cathollicitys It is t.ha

essentlal nature of the Church that she be one even as

the Head of the Churck is one. It is important to note
then that thicChurch can never be made one with human

"ha&ﬁda‘, It is 111 fact m in t.he persan of Jaaus Christ.

’I‘hus it is. o Him that wa muat wer look for our. tm

‘unity. We are ealled to appmprﬁ.ate more fully His
nature that we might profess our trae oneness. in the

Church and thus confess one faith to the world.
" The task 1s so gigantic that we do well to fear-=

‘if- we were alone-~but our baldn'esg must ever be in His J

promise that He 1s with ue to the ené. The- Gh\'irch

: ecumenical is ca;lled t»e go fTorth iﬁ the power of the

Haly Syirs.t to da the will of her Loré and Hea&. N
- The-ecumenical s;aix'it is alive because men bave

" beén quickened with the ﬁely Spirit. The laberimzs task

has been taken up afreah by each new. generatien in this ‘

" eentm@ ﬁan in aimost every Church are. geriously con~

cerned about. the ein of the Church's divislon. They have
felt :‘:t te be a scandal molvans the sacred name of Ghrlat.
The dlv&sia:zs ‘have. maée ‘the . chﬁrch a less erfaetive instru-
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The Ghurﬁh today 1s livins in an age of & new
spiritual avekening. The Frotestant ?mina;ple, which
was the infarmative-powér offthévﬁafcrmatidn is.ﬁeiﬂg’
brilliantly;rainterﬁrétad‘hy\sgms of!ths;sraatest ’
-Prbtestant}thaalagianaAsincaﬂthafﬁefermatian;"¥ha~mast
formidable of them are consecrated churchmens

Theaaétnal strﬁéﬁurewof the Protestant Church has
,iﬁdgeé:regiatar@ﬂ visible signs of change. Protestant-
‘1§mgis vitally concernsd with the restoration of the
«léat ecurenicity of the Church. It is more canééioda,gf
the\Church?sicaﬁholisity. "In.1900 desgiié the influence
of men like Schaff and ﬁunainthn.-ue"ehuiches‘ware-form-

ally discuseing unity--not to speak of ﬁnibn; ;Ih 1920
only 70 in all tha“worid.were»wﬂlling~te'éisauaa»the |

subject informally at the call of the American Church,

E RPN PSR S S SR S S N

‘éaday'lssiaéﬁhﬁiﬁaticna.;aiare‘nﬁw‘gfficiéllyiggpartgnf
tﬁe Wcr1a~éo&neilfcf Ghurehas and have g#ﬁe an‘rbéar&;~”

| with the affirmation; 'We intend to etay together.! They
have affirmed their. coﬁvictian that God wills unisy |

RERSRSRRRERE

and have dedicated thsm\slves to try to manifest more
- 1
fully the unity which He has already given uhem-“

The WOrld Ceuncil is not a Church in any sense. of the
word. It is a3 graat apiritaa‘ lanamark on the road to

,——'--a‘»n*nv’m&*namn—--——-nnb‘#-

1. ﬁasn, Arniold S., Protestant @
Centugx The Hacﬁillan Company, ﬂew Xotk, 1 %i
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Chapter &

reunion. But it will only live and grow as more

Chriatians are themsalvea caught up in the spirit '

“of ceunenism.

' Rome was not officially present when h. > World

aCouneil of chnrchas met at Amsterdam _lnﬁee§5shs 3
,could.not be prssent: ,Eamegeannct admit tha; the

Church is really divided. The one, holy, catholic
Chareh'is fui1y embodied in her. Thus she doas not
have an ecumemical spirlit. Rome will net talk about

reunién;,shafﬁaa-iny'aay, "Repent and return;”, ;$,

4s true that an official Mams was nfféréd,by»ﬂbme for

the success of the Wbrld‘Couneil and‘thnu@h’ona does
not - suspect the sincerity, one can anly speculate as.
to Rome's real reaction. -

church.r@un&on is not just soﬁething that church~ -

men are talking about.  There are two monumental ex<

-,greasicng'of‘vlsiblg Church union which have taken place

in the last twenty-elight years. The vniteﬁ~éﬁnr¢hvér'

" Ganada which came into being in 1925 brought together

thtee non-episcopal Churches: ¢the Presbyterian, Nethod=~

-ist and Goﬁgmgatianal Cruarehes. This unlon stands as an
. expression of faith, on the part of its foundors, that the.
_ Church 1s one in Christ. The United Church of Canada is

the ploneer in the field:cffbhe_ecﬁmeﬁical Church on this

_continent.




fa?wis&ble azpreasian»that*same,membersﬂafathe inglican

. The Anglc~€athelic element in the énglicpﬂ Church s the

~united. The mainrahgecgioﬁ of the Anglo-Catholles:
7cant§es_&rbana“thevquestiaa of the ﬁature-af’tﬁs Church's

}_miﬁiﬁtry; Tﬁinée net all tﬁsiministersvcf¥the Church-of
‘Seuth In&iﬂ have been erdaina& by-a blshop af the ”histarie

f shurch ef 80uth In&ia 48 defective in certain aspects, - The
.appositicn of th& Angla~c$thalics to the aouth Andia Union
-nasm@ggn,awsaﬁage.blaw-tg3511 egmmaﬁﬁﬁal:discusawensAbétwasa‘ ?

~ the Angiiéaa‘ﬁammanity and“ﬁcﬁsepi eapal churches‘ Po %ha

 An511can Chureh, really want raunion? A largs part of this
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L Chapter &4

The. other‘ﬁnited Church 1« the Ghurch of South
zndia. Thia ﬁnion is all the mory 1m@ortant becauss it

‘brought tegetner episcopal and nan*eﬂisconal Lhurchea.

This union has. affordeﬁ the greatest bﬂna yet that tha

grﬁatwepiaceggl-ahurches_ara'serieusly,cqncernad with

. re&ni@h;as.w@ll'ag¢@ith;ths problem of d;éigigﬁs \?hé
" Church. of South India ﬁhichrgémepinte bsing inv19§7‘is

"CHurch ﬁe desire ‘reunions. .

The final act of the South India Chureh was marre&

by the fact that bscause of strang opposltibn of a vacal

minerity, the %nﬁlicanlchurah does not recognize the

~-Chureh of ‘South India to be in full communion with her,

sole reason why these two Churchos are. nat campletely

eyiscapata, ‘they are no*: valié ministrﬂes.’ ﬁénce,.the. g ¢

ﬁngla-eatholics, who seen te‘cantrel the palicy ot the '
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Chapter 4

,thesis deals with the question of the Church's

ministry 1n an effort to show that the true nature

of the ministry is dependent for its life on the

person of Ghrist and not on anythins 1esa than this.
o However, ‘the Protestant nanpapiscopal churches
can never accept the episcopate as the @ esse of the
Ghﬁreh and as sﬁch the only valid miniétrye “The
claim that eplscopacy by itself and in 1solation is

‘the sole organ af'thevchnrch‘s apostolicity,‘will be
rejected by therare:t Roman and Easterm Churches as by

the non-episcopal.” The tragedy of the Anglo-Catholiec

k poesition 13 that 1n the attempt to justify itself

against Rome and the Eaet it has excommunieated the rest.
The Anglo—catholics have thna cut themselves off from all

faides. They 4o not aecep non-episcopal miniatries and

_they in turn are not aegs ted by Rome or the East.

It 18 not at all s& prising that it has been the

'Younger Churches which have heen most concerne& with
,reunion. They have seen elearly the need to: present to

men one- Christ and one Church. This concern of the .

Yaunser church was most evident at the Third World Con-

~ ferenee on Faith and Order held in Lund last years "It
~1s for this reason that mw heart responded to almost

“‘--‘-_-“----‘-‘-—-‘—‘-----
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every word I heaxdvégnken; whather;frémvghe platform
| br;ia,private conversation, hw‘teyxéaantativea.of the
‘“Xoansgr;ﬁhnncheas Beneath their courteous restraint
| of speech it was easy to discern their impatience with
the'eaution’ apdi*inhibitiona’ and ‘slowness of move-,
msntfior,thé_churches‘af ancient traditiegai their |
fselinglthét we are fully a11ve'neither:tc-ﬁhezgrgsﬁey ;
_ of the missionary task mor to the relevance of umity to
it, and, siill less tavths fatefulneas'§f~£ha ﬁimaéfagter-.
| in respaet ef both miaaian and. unity.‘? .

The emphaaia of the. ccnference was given by Oliver
f?cmkina.; In his address he asked the quaatian,‘“Which
is of greater ultimate aignifieance. tha unity that we
have as Christians by faith in One Lord, or the differ~

ences that we have beeause of varying 1ntar9retations of
‘His Will?” 'He went on to ‘answer this question‘ "I do
Vhslieve that if we took seriously our 'gi?en unity in
;:christ,‘ it would, in course of tims, campletely reverse
"‘anr narmal structure of ehuruh arganiaatian. The 1&9113—
, atian ar our canfbssed unity in chrlat, bsneath and abeva.
o our. di?isiana, 1s that we should do tegathﬁr'everything |
“; except what 1rreeoneilable.differences,ptua;ncere convie~

tianfgcmgal3us tp aa agparatelys,~Qarfpr@aent¢atruatura

1: Cmig, A: G., m Emsnic&l Rﬂi“; ?910 5' RO» 2,
January, 1953, Ds 121. -
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of Ghrist.ian coaopsratian is t.co often based on the
- assumption that we do mxwthing we can separately,

and enly when we have reached the end of aur resources

there do we act. .‘m unitxy. When we act thus, we are

, ﬂshtins aaas.nst the deapests truth about- our being in

ahrist. , , sl

Our deepest need in the eeumenieal mmmant is not
a synthesis of our several coneceptions of fhhe nature of
the Church and the traditions in which they are embodied,

‘but it is repentarce. Only as we draw closer to Christ

jgh_ali-»w_e. araw :§lo:9aa1r to one ‘zgi_xq;’;_har. - We have to pene-
trate behind our divisions to our given unity in Christ.
The alfferent Ghurehes will have to be: brought to ths

' raalization of a deeper and richer unﬁerstandm of tha

myatery of the God-given un;hm of Christ zsith His Ghureh.
Ve . er t.he different Ghumhes st meraasingly ml&za

‘ that em' Ghmhea will £ind their Pfulness” anly as we
- see that God Geals with His whole mpla. 5

?ms Younger Churches at Lund had thair eyes on the

_ paeple who needed t.he healing msaage of the Gespel and
om. mm who had brought mm that Gnspel. . ‘rhsne Churches
'm were in the midst of the. misaionary tssk a!‘ the Church

savw vividly the need of a united clmrah and made passion~-

( ate ploa.s to the c‘anfemn@a. Their wordn brousbt a pict.um 4

—‘“’"--‘ﬂ‘“ﬂ““--’ﬂ~b’“"’~ﬂ-
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to the mﬁ.n& of A: C. Craig m wag a membar at the
S Lund cenfemnee. He say'a. "It 18 a pietm of two
| companses af wavellers camped an opposite sides sf
a daep ehaam. ‘i‘hay want - ta eeme tesether rer they
kmw they are kinsmen and they are both threaﬂsned
by dangerous énemies, nef that even pmdenea demands
a Jun@ion of forces. -But the ahasm haa pmved ta be
’ unbriﬂgeable, and it ia tee wiae for anyeae te :m
amss 1f he insists on aarrying nis luggage sith m. ‘
Eot. mke to their mr, and delighted to be ahlo
B to s&y kim! worﬂs and blow ktsses to their kinsfolk

RRER R EE AR EEEEE R R RN E RE

aemss tha gulr, sonme are centent enough to stay whm
they ara. | %hers are saylns, *Give us time and wo
shall find a way across higher up or lwer down the
gully, although ta reach it we shall pmbably ‘have te
aban&eu some of our baggage, and almost eeﬂaznly most.
of our :uon'-—theiélaslwasi factors.® On either side of the
gulf still others are shouting, ‘Jump to our side! The
best lanﬂlnga-plaee 15 here. Eﬁu ¢an eaally anag'é 1t 1f
you wul enly 1eave all yaur luggage hehin& And than- a
lad cemee fomrﬁ and says, ‘could we not’ a.ll take just
our Jewel-eases ané jmp a.t the aame moment Lo maet. e’ne
anather in the mid&le of the gulf?® B

" “Gf eaurse, it’s boyish folly, af course, ‘4t means

daath. lmt 1313’?, the proroundest t.h:lxm 1n uhe New Testamnt |




. Chapter 4

"Qﬁiﬁetéérﬁginlyfaot;aayfteaéhingfabcuipr1n§iples;wh1ch
canbeexcositat-eﬁ in seminaries and ﬁefemied ‘in learned
: tfééﬁiéas;'hut 1té“k1ﬁnaséiteitha mgatefy5af*11fe-£hrengh
death*~bitt&r, painful. existential death endured and
‘amhraead fbr lava‘s sake? Eerhaps, after all, ‘the deep-
est wisaem at Lund eame eut of the mcuths ef the ﬁhnrdh’
babea anﬁ aucklinsss 1
.- The -ecumenieal Church mist look to two poles as 1t
“eonsiders the problen of reunjon: It must loock to the
‘given unity 4n Christ aaﬁ ta the wor&d 1n ne&d of the
Gaspel. -We must look out from aursalvea, trwing to ‘
fjuatifyvaur“variaus-poaitioBS»an&«aubmit.all~cur tradi- -
tions to Him who brought them forth. We mat"la'ék to
-Hzm who- eame into the atuff of our ‘common 13?6' endure&
the Cross and was lifted" on high that Hs might fbrever be:
with uge The Ghnrﬁh faees,a world: ef naed, a weriﬁ that
| 1aeks to-. us for Eia saving graﬁa and.pawer; AnﬁrstandzngA
at thase\twa realities we Jmow: also ths ﬁay.: The

 Lookin
 ]“ “lifteé ap ana “5T'éraws all

my 1s 'christ, who has’’
‘aen te Eimﬂeir. |

i
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